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predicting a democratic taker over the house and quite possibly the senate as well republican hopes hinge 
on a massive turnout effort and a trend in some late polls in their direction we'll get an early take from the exit 
polling and we'll check in with our correspondents covering both house and senate to find out what they're 
hearing all that plus michael barone and our famous panel coming up right now pj-1 please news election 
headquarters at 6 p.m eastern time polls are still open here in the east and across the country we do have 
some information from exit polls about whether the much talked about late momentum for the republicans 
reflects reality and a snapshot more importantly of how voters feel about key issues i'm joined now by my 
colleague chris wallace with an update hi chris hey brett will be sifting through those exit polls all night 
interviews with some 12 000 people across the nation as they leave the voting booths all the polls have not 
yet closed in any state and we should tell you right up front deja vu all over again that the national election 
poll reports some questions as they put it about the exit polls in five key states arizona maryland ohio rhode 
island and virginia we're going to give you what we know but you should take it with a grain of salt we do 
have some national numbers now on several of the key issues tonight and let's put them up first we asked 
how people feel about president bush's job performance 41 percent approve while 58 disapprove that's in 
line with the the latest national polls just before the election interestingly enough by way of comparison 
approval of bill clinton was at 44 during the big republican sweep in 1994 when they picked up 52 house 
seats turning to iraq 37 of voters say the war in iraq was extremely important to their 
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extremely important to their vote for congress today of those 61 voted for the democrat 37 percent for the 
republican but and this is even more of a surprise more voters more than on iraq 42 percent said corruption 
and scandal in government was extremely important to their vote today and they broke just as strongly for 
the democrats 61 percent to 36. now one of the big questions in this campaign is whether it turns out to be a 
referendum on national issues or hundreds of separate races on local issues 33 percent of voters tell us local 
matters counted most while 62 percent focused on national affairs and was there any late momentum in the 
final days of this campaign well 18 of voters about 1 in 5 tell us they made up their minds over the final 
weekend of those late deciders 57 percent when democratic while 39 percent voted republican we'll have 
key numbers all night as about issues as well as breakdowns by age race and religion of how voters split 
today and at the national exit poll is not enough fox news has been conducting its own exclusive telephone 
polls with 900 voters and likely voters in seven key states where there are 11 hotly contested house races 
we can tell you that as of now according to our fox news phone poll in six of those 11 races democratic 


challengers appear in strong position they're leading by at least five points while republican incumbents 
seem to be holding on in three districts now coming up at 7 p.m we'll have exit polls from virginia's key 
senate race between george allen and jib webb and we'll also have numbers on a hotly contested virginia 
congressional race another indication of how the battle for the house is going as the evening evening heats 
up we'll be able to tell you why your candidate won or lost and why the battle for control of congress turned 
out the way it did brett okay chris we'll be checking with you regularly thank you it has been the conventional 
wisdom for the past couple of weeks that democrats could take control of the senate but not easily a great 
deal will depend on how well 
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a great deal will depend on how well each party gets out its base of support chief political correspondent carl 
cameron is standing by in our washington bureau with a look at where the senate races stand at this hour 
carl and we'll be monitoring the minute to minute as we go through the night brit in the seven to nine states 
that may determine the senate majority both parties are reporting strong turnout one republican did say today 
though that if this is a referendum on the president it could be a gop bloodbath but if each race turns on the 
differences between the republican and democratic candidates republicans will run strong democrats need 
six pickups for control and both parties expect in ohio incumbent republican senator mike dewine will come 
up short against democrat sherrod brown and in pennsylvania incumbent republican rick santorum will be 
unable to catch up to democrat bob casey jr democrats need to knock off four more they're highly confident 
in montana despite a last-minute surge by incumbent republican senator conrad burns who was tainted by 
the abramoff scandal democrat jon tester may have an edge because of the democratic party's work with 
native american voters and the state's early voting program this could be a democratic pickup republicans 
are nervous about rhode island too lincoln chafee has surged in the polls but democrats outnumber 
republicans 2-1 and democrat sheldon whitehouse had the lead for the last few weeks turnout in chafee 
strongholds was high but republicans know democrats may be on the verge of knocking off the senate's 
most liberal republicans [Music] both parties think tennessee may stay republican a ballot initiative on gay 
marriage may also draw conservative opponents to the polls who could boost gop turnout for republican bob 
corker he focused the race on his democratic opponent harold ford jr's character in the last few weeks and 
forced the democrat to play defense corker appears to have surged ahead the gop is worried about virginia 
george allen's turnout effort got a late start this summer because he was forced into damage control for 
various verbal gaffes turnout is high across the old dominion 
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turnout is high across the old dominion but it's unclear if allen's ground game can match democratic voter 
intensity and the anti-war sentiments that democrat jim webb's campaign has generated the last republican- 
held toss-up is missouri the show me state still shows a tie and there have been some minor voting problems 
republican jim talent and democrat claire mccaskill have come down to the wire in a dead heat and it's still 
there turnout in both republican and democratic strongholds is described as heavy democrats face 
challenges in two states new jersey where democratic incumbent bob menendez is expected to fend off 
republican tom kane and maryland where republican michael steele would pull off the year's biggest upset if 
he beats democrat ben cardin and across the country there have been all sorts of allegations of intimidation 
and voter fraud but most of it has been pretty small time stuff lawyers are all dispatched getting ready for 
recounts already republicans say when they compare the turnout effort and the precincts that they've been 
watching versus 2004 they're actually ahead of the game in the last presidential election democrats counter 
that when they talk about the precincts that they're looking at they've got an almost equal advantage brett all 
right carl just what we expected thanks very much democrats of course are far more optimistic about their 
chances of assuming the majority in the house and in the senate and congressional correspondent major 
garrett is standing by in washington with a look at where the house races stand right now major well brit the 
battle for the house could lead to a historic turnover of power from republicans to democrats as election day 
draws to a close republicans fear this prospect in ways they haven't since they gained power in 1994. 
conversely democrats anticipate regaining power really for the first time since having lost it back to newt 


gingrich in that 94 historic election but before we put the campaign for the house to bed it's worth noting 
some of the more memorable races around the country none more curious than the battle in florida's 16th 
congressional district no i punched foley for joe joe negron the substitute republican candidate trying to hold 
the house seat mark foley resigned from in disgrace but to do it he had to vote for foley since his name 
couldn't be 
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for foley since his name couldn't be removed from the ballot in southeastern indiana freshman republican 
mike saudrell tried to defy the pundits and win a rematch against democrat baron hill hill lost by less than 
1500 votes and believes he can turn the tables on sodrill in this anti-gop year many house races defined by 
unease over iraq in illinois sixth district peter roscomm is trying to hold a gop seat against a strong challenge 
from disabled iraq war veteran and democrat tammy duckworth democrats need to capture 15 seats to 
regain control of the house and all day they predicted that and many many more there are probably 26 to 30 
that the democrats are now leading in going into today's election so my number is anywhere from 25 to 40 
seats i think we could win as many as 30 plus seats gain in the house of representatives one reason for 
democratic confidence the turnout the vote effort led by senator hillary rodham clinton's bid for re-election i 
voted for change except for me top democrats say clinton's efforts in new york could lead democrats to 
taking these five house republican seats republicans won't concede that much terrain but confirm big 
problems in turning out their vote and don't rule out losing all five seats republicans know they are playing 
defense nationwide another vulnerable seat clay shaw's in southeastern florida but the party won't play 
numbers games i think we're going to lose some seats in the house after gaining seats for three elections 
straight but i don't think we're going to lose the majority in the house and while republicans expressed some 
concern about turnout in house races they expect it to be offset by higher than expected absentee voting the 
two parties are pretty close when it comes to turnout it also shows as i said big advantages for republican 
with absentee and early votes so my general belief is to everybody involved you know grab a cold one grab 
some pretzels it's going to be a long night brit that's the public expression of republican officials but behind 
the scenes there is real republican anxiety i can tell you the rumors are flying around capitol hill fat fast and 
furious there's one rumor that speaker hastert's office has already warned house republican offices to 
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warned house republican offices to expect losses of up to 30 seats the speaker's office denies that and will 
not comment on whether speaker hastert if in fact republicans lose control the house will seek a position as 
minority leader there are already other republicans mike pence of indiana who are very seriously thinking 
about running for that position if republicans are blown out tonight and find themselves in minority status for 
the first time since 1994. back to you in new york okay major thank you next time special report president 
bush urges americans votes and urges americans of all ages to do the same except those who can't vote of 
course and he says he hopes for a congress he can work with that report coming up next [Music] president 
bush as much as anyone in the country has to be hoping for a house and senate that will support his agenda 
in the last two years of his administration after voting in texas this morning the president is back at the white 
house and that's where our chief white house correspondent brett bear is standing by hi brett hi brit tonight 
the president is in the white house residence watching returns with the first lady and his chief political advisor 
karl rove we're told we will not see any video or pictures of them and the white house is not expected to put 
out any statements tonight after raising about 200 million dollars for republican candidates the president's 
election day started with a vote in texas heading into the crawford firehouse the president's polling place he 
was asked if he would vote a straight republican ticket [Applause] afterwards with an eye voted sticker on his 
jacket the president put aside his partisan jabs of recent days and urged all americans to get to the polls no 
matter what your party affiliation or if you don't have a party affiliation do your duty cast your ballot and let 
your voice be heard the president campaigned like he was on the ballot racing through 15 cities in 11 days 
wrapping up in dallas monday night we're closing strong because we're right on the issues final five days on 
the trail showed stops in the reddest of red states to try to prevent a 
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states to try to prevent a democratic-controlled congress in billings montana for incumbent senator conrad 
burns democrats are going to tax whoever they can find and we're not going to let them because we're going 
to put conrad burns back in the united states senate in elko nevada for congressional candidate dean heller 
two stops in missouri trying to shore up incumbent senator jim talent the president repeatedly insisted his tax 
cuts have led to a strong and growing economy and this morning we got more proof of that the national 
unemployment rate has dropped to 4.4 percent in lamar's iowa for trailing republican gubernatorial candidate 
jim nussell in greenlee colorado for congresswoman marilyn musgraves in grand island nebraska for 
congressional candidate adrian smith in topeka kansas for congressman jim ryan in a tight race in pensacola 
florida for gubernatorial candidate charlie crist who chose to campaign elsewhere in bentonville arkansas for 
gubernatorial candidate and former undersecretary of homeland security asa hutchinson and finally in dallas 
texas for governor rick parrott i want you to know for the next two and a quarter years i'm going to sprint as 
hard as i can to make this country as great as it can be from texas the president returned to the white house 
to watch returns that will determine how tough his sprint will be senior aides say the president will be making 
some phone calls to victoria's republicans tonight but they also point out if it is a long night president bush is 
historically early to bed and he may go to sleep before knowing definitively what congress will look like for 
the next two years britt well brett thanks we'll be up here though next on special report we'll look at what went 
right for the voters today and where there was trouble at the polls that report when we return [Music] by most 
accounts most of today's voting has been trouble free but 
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has been trouble free but great numbers of voters are using new technology to cast their ballots and though 
hanging chads may be a thing of the past the course of true love and free elections near run perfectly at least 
not perfectly smoothly fox's bill hammer joins me from cleveland with a look at what went wrong and what 
went right hi bill hey brett good evening here from cuyahoga county in cleveland ohio ohio made history 
today for the first time ever in a statewide election everyone who went to the polling station today voted by 
way of machine now it did not all go as planned throughout this entire election day today an election that 
continues again for another hour and ten minutes here in northern ohio however ohio voters are getting 
through it americans move their voting system to the 21st century today many voting electronically for the 
first time yes it's all set up in 2002 federal law mandated a new election system three billion dollars and now 
four years later polling stations open with high-tech machines designed to streamline the process from 
daybreak it appeared some areas of the country would have a very long day a computer glitch in indiana 
kept people from voting in 75 precincts computer cars needed to activate machines were not properly 
programmed most issues appear to be operator error a court order in indianapolis is now keeping polling 
stations there open an additional two hours in 40 minutes tonight i think it we need to allow every voter that 
might not have been able to vote this morning a chance to go back after work and give them plenty of time 
similar problems were encountered from new england to tennessee and the republican national committee 
claiming voting machines in new jersey were pre-programmed to cast extra ballots for democratic senate 
candidate bob menendez ensuring the security electronic voting is one of the major concerns in the new 
system where critics complain the four years mandated by congress to implement e-voting was too much too 
soon that's too short a 
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was too much too soon that's too short a period of time for those machines to actually be created much less 
have this regulatory standards created and vetted by scientists or the security apparatus created or the 
staffing earlier in the day some precincts across ohio did experience problems but in a unique program here 
in cleveland a computer program designed to monitor each polling station was tracking any issues that 
needed attention and the head of cuyahoga county election board today he says they had a few glitches in 
the morning but by late morning mid-afternoon everyone in every precinct all 576 precincts here in the county 
were voting electronically he says no one was on a paper ballot brit bill thanks very much along with the 


congressional candidates voters in 36 states are choosing governors as well and here again democrats say 
they're very hopeful tonight they will prevail and gain a majority of those offices correspondent megan 
kendall reports on the gubernatorial contest megan hey there brett well it's been a dozen years since the 
democrats controlled a majority of the nation's state houses but that could change tonight right now the 
democrats controlled 22 of the nation's 50 governorships republicans the other 28 the democrats need four 
to win a majority most pundits say they'll get that and more ten seats are open in this election meaning a 
governor is stepping down nine of those are gop held and five are considered likely turnovers to the 
democrats including colorado arkansas ohio new york and massachusetts nevada also has an open seat 
republican jim gibbons had been dominating over democrat dina titus but the race tightened significantly after 
a cocktail waitress alleged that gibbons groped her in a parking garage charges gibbons denies and which 
do not appear to be supported by the relevant garage security tapes pundits say the other two open 
republican seats alaska and idaho could also wind up with democrats although that is far from clear 
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although that is far from clear but they believe the gop will retain its hold on the florida state house where 
governor jeb bush is stepping down due to term limits that's also a tight race the one seat being vacated by a 
democratic governor iowa could wind up with the republicans the democrat chet culver is polling ahead but 
republican jim nussell is keeping the race very close as for sitting governors a few may lose their jobs tonight 
on the republican side at least three are in danger including bob ehrlich of maryland and tim pawlenty of 
minnesota both are popular gop governors but they govern blue states and face very strong candidates 
rhode island's republican governor don carcieri is also facing potential ouster the democrats too could lose a 
few incumbents most vulnerable ted kolongoski and oregon and jim doyle in wisconsin both are leading their 
opponents but by slim single-digit margins viewers may wonder why they should care about the 
governorships they are important for several reasons first of all the next president could come from the 
nation's state houses four of the last five presidents have but a governor can also affect who wins the 
presidency experts say a popular governor can move his state's vote as many as three percentage points in 
favor of a candidate and let's not forget about redistricting where a state's congressional district lines are 
redrawn by state lawmakers it happened in texas in 2003 and resulted in republicans picking up five seats in 
the u.s congress those efforts have to be approved by the governor and clearly it can tip the national balance 
of power just a few things to keep in mind as the results come in tonight brit megan thank you very much 
we'll be back to you often tonight thanks again saddam hussein's former vice president ibrahim al-duri 
reportedly has ordered bath party bosses in iraq to end insurgent attacks the associated press says al-duri 
who has been hiding since saddam's government fell issued the call after saddam was convicted of crimes 
against humanity and sentenced to death on sunday alduri's reported to record directive excuse me also 
comes at a time when the shiite-led iraqi government has agreed to legislation 
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agreed to legislation that would reinstate former baathist officials to some positions of responsibility saddam 
himself today at his other trial for crimes against the kurds also called for reconciliation after 47 votes at the 
united nations venezuela's hugo chavez has been forced to give up his quest for an open rotating seat on 
the united nations security council chavez has said his efforts were an attempt to end u.s domination of the 
world body but the struggle ended today after both venezuela and u.s back guatemala dropped out the 
diplomats voted overwhelmingly then for panama to fill the latin american seat and then burst into applause 
when the results were announced we're going to take a break here to give our sponsors a little time to talk to 
you when we come back though a last-minute campaign ad in georgia opens old wounds and stirs up old 
fears well you hear this that story is next on the grapevine [Music] and now the most absorbing two minutes 
in television the latest from the political grapevine a radio ad for the chairman of the fulton county 
commission in atlanta is using some heavy hitters to warn of dire consequences as republican lee morris 
defeats democrat john eaves georgia congressman john lewis says quote you think fighting off dogs and 
water hoses in the 60s was bad former atlanta mayor and un ambassador andrew young says republicans 


would quote turn back the clock on equal rights and the current atlanta mayor shirley franklin says the work 
of martin luther king jr and other civil rights leaders would be lost the atlanta general constitution which has a 
reputation as pro-democrat and 
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has a reputation as pro-democrat and left-leaning has endorsed the republican mars saying his political and 
professional experience give him the edge over democrat eaves illinois democratic senator barack obama 
who is african-american of course last week campaigned for maryland senate candidate ben cardin who is 
white obama urged voters not to let race lead them to cast ballots for cardin's african-american opponent 
republican michael steele said obama quote you don't vote for somebody because of what they look like but 
on sunday obama campaigned for tennessee senate candidate harold ford jr who is black obama urged 
congregations to two black churches to vote for ford saying quote i'm feeling lonely in washington south 
carolina republican governor mark sanford was able to see well enough to get to the polls today but he 
couldn't get in sanford who was running for a second term burned his eyes under bright stage lights on 
sunday today he forgot his voter registration card and was turned away at his polling place he later came 
back and voted and six-term ohio republican congressman steve shabbat find out found out how seriously 
poll workers are taking the news the state's new voter id law when he had his driver's license rejected his id 
because it had his business address on it so chabot went home and came back with a bank statement on a 
social security statement and was allowed to vote said as sheepish shabbat i guess this just shows the poll 
workers are really doing their job unquote and richard armitage the man who leaked valerie claims cia status 
to the press and then let others take the blame for it in the press is now saying that democrats will win the 
house and perhaps the senate and he says approvingly this will mean increased oversight of the bush 
administration in a speech in canberra australia armadin said quote the message i think from the electorate 
is that fear doesn't work you've got to go back to what is traditionally ours to those things that made us 
important in the eyes of the world and the former deputy secretary of state added that after 9 11 america was 
quote exporting our anger and our fear and that the u.s needs to now export hope opportunity and inspiration 
richard armitage beside the candidates for the house and senate and local office there are scores of ballot 
initiatives before voters today and nearly a third of them were 
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today and nearly a third of them were initiated by the voters themselves our chief washington correspondent 
jim engel has a look at some of those questions voters are not only choosing their policy makers today in 
many states they'll have a chance to set policy themselves 37 states have more than 200 initiatives on their 
ballots and those that touch a nerve with voters can get them to the polls i think it can impact on turnout and i 
think it gets the casual voters out who might not be inclined to vote in a federal election in 2004 pollsters 
believe a gay marriage issue on the ballot in ohio helped win that state and get president bush reelected by 
energizing conservative voters there are eight more ballot initiatives on gay marriage this year other social 
issues on the ballots include abortion two states vote on whether parents must get 48 hours notice before 
their child can receive an abortion in south dakota voters will decide whether to repeal a state law banning all 
abortions except those to save the life of a mother another hot button issue is stem cell research which is on 
the ballot in missouri i care deeply about stem cell research in missouri you can elect claire mccaskill who 
shares my hope for cures her opponent senator gem talent support stem cell research but not amendment 
two to the state constitution which would protect stem cell research from any limitations from the legislature it 
would ban human cloning but it enshrines in the constitution the right to clone embryos for research which 
some regard as creating life in order to destroy it amendment 2 claims it bans human cloning but in the 2000 
words you won't read it makes cloning a constitutional right don't be deceived there are also 12 states that 
will vote on whether to restrict eminent domain after the supreme court upheld the right of new london 
connecticut to take over an individual's property for development in what is known as the kilo case important 
to a lot of people where they looked at that kilo case and said wait you can take my house away from me 
yeah i'm going to go vote for that 
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yeah i'm going to go vote for that five states will also vote on whether to increase the minimum wage and 
many will vote on higher taxes on tobacco with the proceeds to go into health care programs and one totally 
unique issue in arizona that would establish a one million dollar prize to be given to a randomly selected 
voter from either the primary or the general election so if civic duty or special ballot initiatives don't motivate 
you to vote perhaps a turnout lottery will so all in all brit even as voters choose local and national officials 
today they've identified a few issues as too important to leave the politicians and on those voters will tell 
legislators exactly what to do brett okay jim thank you if there is anyone who knows the polls and the 
precincts in america better than fox news contributor michael barone we haven't met that person he knows 
the history of where democrats and republicans have been and he's here tonight to read the tea leaves and 
tell us where they may be headed hello michael hi brit uh well tonight we're going to be looking at a lot of 
house races and the question of house control is definitely up for grabs and that we don't have exit polls in 
the polls so one of the things i'm going to be looking at is the tabulated vote uh in finding out how these 
embattled republicans are doing compared to what they've done in the past 9th district of indiana for 
example that's one of three races that are seriously contested seats in indiana where the polls close at 7 pm 
that's southeastern indiana freshman congressman mike saudrel is going up against the man he beat barely 
two years ago democrat baron hill that's a race that democrats have been hoping all year to win president 
bush is in that district for mike saudrel that's going to be a closely contested race and we're going to try to 
look at that county by county looking at the turnout looking at the percentages for the candidates oh kentucky 
4 right across the river northern kentucky the suburbs of cincinnati it extends west to the 
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cincinnati it extends west to the suburbs of louisville and east to the uh the the industrial center of ashland on 
the ohio river that's an area of mixed heritage with some counties there have been democratic since the civil 
war you've got the republican leading northern kentucky the republican candidate there jeff davis another 
freshman republican he's facing ken lucas a former congressman who in fact beat him four years ago in 
2002. that's a compound of different kinds of areas and we're going to be taking a look at how they're doing 
there and then at 8 o'clock northeast connecticut the connecticut 5th congressional district here the 
embattled republican is nancy johnson she's been in the congress for 24 years she survived a tough 
challenge 10 years ago when there was a lot of backlash in the northeast against newt gingrich the 
campaign manager of the her opponent of 10 years ago chris murphy now a state senator is the democrat 
running there there have been a couple polls in the last two weeks of the campaign that have shown chris 
murphy ahead of nancy johnson she's been running some tough commercials a big question there how's she 
going to do in the farmington valley those affluent suburban areas farmington center just west of the 
mountains west of west hartford that's an area where she's voted strongly for her in the past but in the at 
least in the sample of polls one of those polls showed her trailing uh in the farmington valley this would be 
bad news for republicans and could cause her to lose her seat so that's the kind of thing that we're going to 
be looking at in house races uh in the opening hours after the seven and eight pm polling close and as the 
numbers come in during the day or during the evening i should say and into the small hours of the night will 
democrats be able to win those 15 seats that they need for a majority will they pile up a bigger majority than 
the 15 net gain that they're going to make those are 
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to make those are questions we'll be examining district by district county by county and in new england city 
right and by town all right michael nobody does it better as you've just shown thanks very much we'll talk to 
you shortly next on special report however the fox all-stars will be here to talk about what the exit polls may 
be showing us so far if anything so stick around we'll be right back [Music] the people in america want 
change they're not happy with what's happening overseas in iraq in north korea in afghanistan they're not 
happy with what's happening at home as wages stay flat and the cost of tuition prescription drugs energy 
goes up and they're demanding change senator schumer who most observers think has done a very good 


job of running the democrats effort to regain control of the senate obviously believes that he is on at least on 
the verge of doing that tonight and he may well be right this is the stage of the of the night when we who 
work at these news organizations that subscribe to the uh the election night exit poll are able to begin to look 
at the results to see two things one is why people say they voted as they did and the other thing of course is 
the horse race questions race by race state by state of how they voted two years ago at this time we were 
sitting here and all of us believed we had understood from the exit polls that john kerry had been elected 
president of the united states and a number of other results that fell along those lines well it turned out to be 
wrong and it wasn't the first time now two years later we've been given to believe that the exit polling 
techniques the oversampling of democrats the problems in the exit polls have been solved it was hoped and 
the new exit polls would be better well they're out we can't tell you about all of what's in them because polls 
are still open but we have some thoughts here at this panel tonight about what the exit polls may or may not 
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about what the exit polls may or may not be able to tell us and some thoughts on this from now from bill 
crystal editor of the weekly standard fred barnes executive editor of the weekly standard mort kondracy 
executive editor of roll call and my friend juan williams senior correspondent of national public radio all are 
fox news contributors well we have some exit poll data we also have data from a fox news election day poll 
which is an ordinary garden variety telephone poll conducted the same as every pre-election poll pre-election 
day poll so based on what we first of all how far do you think we can go in making any conclusions based on 
what we've seen so far of the exit poll numbers fred well i think we could conclude what we thought ahead of 
time and that was it's going to be a good democratic night uh i think we conclude though though again this 
exit poll is way out of whack you know races that were close shows uh one of the candidates uh usually a 
democrat winning by you know 15 points 20 points when we know that's not true the telephone pole is 
actually better i think there are a couple other things that we can tell you in the fox telephone pole well it 
seems to be better it's it's uh closer everybody does anybody disagree with this fred's thoughts about that a 
lot of these early numbers are out of whack yeah it depends on how it's weighted and we don't know enough 
awaiting means that that means you adjust the results yeah because you think your poll is wrong right you 
don't know what the bias is and how much of a democratic bias it is but still when you put it together with with 
the phone pole you think it's going to be a pretty good night and one other thing being a pretty good it was 
always going to be a good night for you it was always going to be a good night you know probably win the 
house and then yeah and do pretty well in the senate the uh the other thing is what interested me was in the 
which i don't know how this could get particularly slanted but maybe it could and that is how late deciders 
went and they went sort of three to two for the democratic candidates which which would lead one to believe 
that this uh that this rally of republicans at the end that uh we certainly talked about for the last couple days 
and which some polls showed that well several polls yeah three or four polls showed yeah look at this as late 
deciders went almost 60 40 for uh for the democrats did it uh we thought it was the late deciders 
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we thought it was the late deciders going for republicans as it turned out maybe are you skeptical of that 
number uh not as much as i am skeptical of the others all right i mean we won't know of course which polls 
are out of whack until we see the final results right it does seem that the exit polls skew democratic they did 
in 2004 they've done in prior races actually they did too and in 1992 i was in on air force two with vice 
president quail in the first wave of mexi-poles were clinton defeating bush by 12 or 13 points he won by five 
points so they can be off six or seven points i guess republicans walk out of the polls and they're surely 
people you know they see some nice exit pollster some young woman there and they say get lost and the 
democrat is so eager to share his views you know i don't know why it is republicans do seem to not like 
talking to exit posters quite as much as democrats i think that late decider number is consistent with the 
general sense that it's a democratic year people are unhappy with the president and with the war and with 
the republican congressional leadership you haven't been paying that much attention to politics probably if 
you're a late decider you tune in late you're likely to go right that makes sense three to two democrats what 
do you think your thoughts yeah well the usual break on late undecideds is two to one the the the standard 


conventional wisdom this is one and a half to one that would be more or less in line the other point uh you 
know the surprise in the poll what had to do with uh corruption being the the most important issue more 
important than iraq yeah more importantly than iraq well you know remember that just a minute two years 
ago it was moral values you remember that right and then when we in the light of day we saw that moral 
values uh was outstripped completely by foreign policy issues when you added iraq and terrorism together 
yes we don't know what the terrorism number is today i suspect the same same thing will happen i mean let 
me just say for the fox news decision desk that they think they've waited the poll properly this time after two 
miscues and that they think they've got it right and if you look at it no no no no wait wait the fox does not 
independently weight this no but they think that they don't this consortium has now tried to correct what 
they've done they have put added weight more democrats in to try to correct so that's what they think i just 
want to defend the fox decision desk 
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the fox decision desk they are skeptical and have a lot of caution sure yes they're trying to counter it but the 
important thing about this is what this means is well normally it when the polls start closing we can look at a if 
you look at a reliable exit poll you can start to make calls in a bunch of races that we're not particularly close 
it's going to be harder for us to do that tonight because of this right exactly no that's that's without a doubt but 
if i was going to say if you look at something like the president's approval rating which is 41 percent here 
that's about what we've seen going into this throughout a little better than some poker all right we got to take 
a break but uh juan we'll come back to you shortly when we come back with our panel we'll look at the 
projections of some of the famous prognosticators and we'll see how the all-stars line up with them stay 
tuned i thought we had to [Music] and we're back with our super-sized panel let's take a look at one of some 
of what the noted prognosticators have said about this election day and what they expect to happen we are 
looking we're looking now at at five uh well-known uh prognosticators beginning with charlie cook who has 
the cook political report as you can see he's predicting democratic gains of 20 to 35 in the house four to six 
in the senate stuart ruthenberg is predicting even more 30 to 36 in the in the uh in the house 47 in the senate 
bob novak is much more conservative than either of them 19 and 2. uh michael barone our own michael 
barone is at 18-3 and larry sabato of the university of virginia un someone we all enjoy talking to 27 games in 
the house and six in the senate which means that that that all of them say that the house has gone to the is 
likely to be gone to the democrats because this is all this morning they this is not these are not some kind of 
fresh prognostications uh but there they are so what to make of these and where do you all come out in 
relation to them one well if you look at what the fox news poll came up with it said basically this is the new 
poll that came out today it was taken today taken today by fox what you see is it says five of the 11 races 
democrats appear in strong position but this is in the senate right no no no 
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this is in the senate right no no no this is this is the house in house racism okay uh but so let's extrapolate 
let's enlarge really what they're saying is republicans would hold on to about three of these 11 seats so you 
go up to about that really hotly contested i would say they're much more many more than what they say here 
11 hotly contested they're about eight yeah so let's let's let's about 24. if you go three times maybe four times 
you could get up to you know 32. that's what that's the universe we're looking at based on what this fox news 
post telling us but even if you only stayed within that universe of of 11 you'd get you're looking at it by that 
eight to three and that gain a net gain of eight so right just right there that's half they're halfway home right 
now and that's why i say from the larger universe yeah uh charlie cook and stu rothenberg both of them i 
know quite well have been saying all year long that this was a big wave election uh akin to 1994 that they 
they saw all the tea leaves uh uh you know falling down that way and uh so they've come up with these 
these big predictions which larry sabato has finally you know come around to in the end uh you know it it the 
big wave is by historic is not 27 or even 35. well it's the average since world war ii was 31 and a half and and 
and eight so this is relatively in a sixth year election yeah okay yeah but charlie cook didn't make a prediction 
he said 20 to 35. he punted basically no i think right now what little we know from exit polling today what we 
can make out of it larry sabazo seems pretty close 27 losses in the house for republicans and six in the 


senate i said friday night on dot com 40 seats in the house and seven in the senate and i'm sticking with it 
okay bill crystal fred barnes mort kondracke juan williams we'll be back with all of you in just a moment stay 
[Music] tuned all right we're back with our panel we're coming up on the seven o'clock hour uh polls will close 
in a number of states at seven o'clock and we're going to be in a position uh to call some races and uh 
before we do that though let's uh have another round here with our fox news panel here and discuss what 
we're seeing as we look ahead tonight what we're looking for 
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ahead tonight what we're looking for uh bill what do you think what if you're looking for something to turn out 
differently than everybody expects what would you be what would you see how would it how could it possibly 
happen if it could well it could be really a big democratic wage you could get up to 50 seats i don't think that's 
totally out of the question and you could have states like megan mentioned earlier the florida governor's race 
charlie crist who is jeb bush's anointing successor been a favorite all along that started to tighten late last 
week if we have a democratic victory or a dead even race in florida in the florida governor's race that would 
be a real sign that things are going bad for the republicans is there a scenario where things could go the 
other way well there could it could be you know mod his middle twenties uh now look here's what i would 
watch i mean the conventional wisdom has been uh i think mostly that were republicans but hold on to the 
senate i would say watch missouri virginia and rhode island race to whether it's going to be close and if 
democrats win them they'll win the senate well there are there are a number of canaries in the mine that you 
can that you can actually tell i mean uh in it right away you as soon as we get indiana results if indiana ate 
mike saudrel's race uh if that goes to the democrats that that that would be a sign that things are really going 
democratic if and northrop in kentucky that's another uh early uh early state yeah that's that's the area that's 
louisville in suburbs right exactly and uh then florida is at seven o'clock and if clay shaw goes and uh 
republican congressman from south florida right exactly in line to be chairman of the ways and means 
committee well he's a competitor to be one of the one of those yeah right and then there's a there's an open 
seat which mike bilarakis left vacated and his son is trying to take over that seat that that is a a strongly 
republican seat if that were to go democratic then you'd really know something was going on we need to 
know one thing about tonight and the way we do things normally on an election night we put together exit 
polling and and we're able to make some calls based on exit polls and races that aren't particularly close 
when we start to make calls in the closer races what we look at are raw raw data from individual 
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are raw raw data from individual precincts in key places where our experts have said this is the swing district 
the bellwether district and so on in the past those individual precinct totals have been available as they're 
tabulated as they finish tabulating them now there's another step in the process they're going to be sent to a 
central accounting house somewhere in many states where there's electronic voting and when we get the 
totals it's going to be statewide it'll be all of it but the piecemeal data that we've been able to make so many 
projections by will not be available to us until later tonight so we could we could so high-tech modernity is 
better i don't think so you know it's better in the old days it may be well it it may be uh more accurate in some 
broader sense but it may delay things a little while which i think the american people can well stand why are 
your thoughts here before we get a little break i'm going to be watching that that indiana district i think three 
three actually three indiana where you have three republican incumbents if it swings the other way that's 
that's a bellwether for the democrats okay juan williams fred barnes more contracky bill crystal thank you 
very much we'll all be here together all night having a good old time on election night this is the stuff we live 
for around here thanks panel that special report for this time we're coming up though on the 7 p.m hour in the 
east there are six states where polls will either have closed or will be closing with three senate races eight 
contested house races and three governorship races that are that we will be able so stay tuned stay with us 
and we'll be able to tell you something about each of those states right and it and we it looks like luger is 
going to win overwhelmingly as he was expected to do no surprise there similarly in the state of vermont the 
independent bernie sanders has had no race from his republican opponent there and we project that bernie 
sanders will be elected he's been the the congressman from the state of vermont for a number of years we 


we predict that he will be uh elected to the senate now uh other states as you can see the map there there 
are there are a number of key races that are important to watch um in states it's a peculiar kind of patchwork 
of states there's a kind of band of states uh that extends virginia out across 
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uh that extends virginia out across through kentucky up into indiana where there are some very important 
congressional house races you see on the right-hand side of the map there you see virginia that's the 
congressional district two that's down around the norfolk virginia beach area where incumbent republican 
thelma drake is in the race of her life un down in georgia why are we looking at georgia tonight well we're 
looking at georgia tonight because there are two congressional districts here the eighth and the twelfth where 
there are actually democrats who are under siege from republicans and those could be a couple could be a 
couple of republican pickups and so panel um as we get started here seven o'clock we've we've got a a few 
ra a few results that tell us almost nothing about how it will go uh has anybody been hearing anything about 
turnout has anybody been picking up anything uh from the from the two parties about about what about 
what's going on today that would give us a feel for it the democrats had one the democrats certainly were 
putting it out that the uh that the turnout was big in northern virginia uh which is uh jim webb territory 
democratic territory and uh that was uh suggesting to people that uh that may have been psychological 
warfare that uh that webb was gonna take uh was gonna beat george allen in uh in in virginia if i mean that 
that's one of the clearly one of the uh hot races and one which will decide uh if along with montana and 
missouri uh and tennessee whether the uh the senate goes democratic if if we start out when we get results 
and and uh jim webb has beaten george allen especially if he's beaten him by a lot then we're probably here 
for a democratic night the other thing is that we have to remember is that more and more voters every cycle 
vote either early or absentee and and those tend to be that that tends to tilt republican those voters and so 
uh their their their votes will be cranked in sometime in the evening but uh may not show up in exit polls for 
well by definition i don't although they try to add in something let's let's uh pause here to get to 
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let's let's uh pause here to get to chris wallace who uh is the man in charge of trying to make sense of the 
exit polls with all of their challenges and difficulties and complexities chris what do you have for us well and 
this year it seems to be a harder problem than some other years but let's take a look at the exit poll numbers 
in the virginia senate race between george allen and jim webb as you've just been talking about we want to 
point out again that the national election pool reports some questions about the results they're getting in 
virginia so you may want to take all this with a grain of salt but they do point out some trends that we are 
finding around the country you see that first one right there republican candidates are having to fight some 
headwinds when it comes to president bush even in red state virginia one in five voters tell us one reason for 
their vote was to support the president while more than one-third say a reason for their vote was to oppose 
mr bush four in 10 say the president was not a factor another problem for republican senator allen and other 
uh republicans around the country again here in virginia voters oppose the war in iraq 55 percent to 44 
percent that's a problem for republicans as you know the president has tried to frame iraq as part of the war 
on terror democrats on the other hand say that it is a costly destruction from the war on terror this is 
interesting 43 percent of voters told us iraq was extremely important to their vote they broke for democrat jim 
webb by a margin of almost two to one the same number 43 said the terrorism was extremely important to 
their vote they broke for senator allen but by not by nearly as wide a margin now in addition to the exit polls 
fox news has been conducting its own exclusive telephone poll with 900 voters across virginia and as 
focused as you said brit on one of those hotly contested house races the second congressional district here 
you can see if we can uh get it up for the uh for the race in the second district no we're we're off here throw 
those away listen 
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we're off here throw those away listen to me here you can see that first term republican incumbent thelma 
drake appears to be trailing democratic challenger philip kellum this would be a key swing district 51 to 46 
again this is a telephone pole not an exit poll but if that holds up and a repeat if that holds up that would be a 
pickup of one seat for the democrats here again is the problem republicans may face tonight in this house 
race 10 percent of voters say one reason for their vote was to support the president while 27 percent said it 
was to oppose mr bush 63 said the president was not a factor so brit in virginia we're not calling any results 
but there do appear to be some problems for republicans both in the senate race there and in one key 
congressional district all right chris thanks very much uh viewers need to beware because we're working off 
of exit polls which we're not quite sure we believe and we're also working off of this fox news election day 
poll which is not an exit poll as chris pointed out but an ordinary sort of garden-variety telephone poll which 
has all the same margin of error and infirmities that uh that you might get with any of these uh any of these 
polls on any day leading up to election day the value of it is that it's new we like things that are new we're in 
the news business but but uh we caution you to be careful because it's early in the night uh we've had uh 
and as i've pointed out earlier in in previous years uh some difficulties with with exit polling that had us all 
bang off in one direction and we ended up going the wrong way so we're being cautious in the meantime 
we're tracking governor's races and the person doing that for us tonight is my colleague megan kendall 
who's right here hi megan hi there bret yeah well we are looking right now at this point in the evening in the 
southeast georgia and south carolina and up in vermont all three races too close to call at this point all three 
have republican incumbent governors and all three of those governors have had double-digit leads in the 
polls leading up to election day at this point however too close to call we're hoping to have an update on that 
soon you're 
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have an update on that soon you're looking at georgia right there you've got governor sunny perdue against 
his candidate challenger who is lieutenant governor mark taylor and then down in south carolina you 
remember bit there's governor mark sanford who had trouble voting today at the polls because he forgot his 
id card had to be sent back home and returned 90 minutes later to vote him against his challenger state 
senator tommy moore and finally vermont we've got governor jim douglas a republican against scudder 
parker again all three of those republican governors fighting to keep their seats although significantly ahead 
going into today we'll see what the night holds for them a little bit later okay megan thanks very much now i'm 
going to attempt to explain something that i'm not even sure i can follow but it's what you will be seeing on 
our screen all night at the bottom is our fox news election ticker every senate and governor race plus the key 
house races that could determine who controls the congress after tonight also just above the ticker is our 
balance of power bar you don't want to eat it you want to watch it keep a close watch on this area as we 
constantly update the house totals where democrats begin this evening needing to pick up 15 seats to get 
control of the house and in the senate where they need to pick up six to regain control also in the same area 
our fox news election alert line for the latest breaking news that's assuming there will be some we hope and 
trust there will that's all at the bottom of the screen our fox news election ticker our balance of power 
calculator and our election alert line we trust you all will find that a rich source of compelling and intriguing 
information all night long and we trust also that we here at the desk will be able to uh we'll be able to uh 
explain some of it for you assuming we understand it stay with us you decide 2006 election night anchored 
by brit youth exclusive election day polls with chris wallace carl cameron and major garrett cover the battle 
for control of congress megan kendall reports on the governor races also analysis by fred barnes mort 
contraction juan williams bill crystal and michael barone michelle malcolm with the inside story on election 
night vlog plus jim angle 
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on election night vlog plus jim angle reports on key ballot initiatives and we'll have live reports from the fox 
news team around the nation now from fox news election headquarters in new york britt hill [Music] well good 
evening again everybody thanks for tuning in with so many races to watch tonight what are the keys to 
victory for the candidates and parties here's some word on that from our panel of all-stars the key to victory 


tonight is the number two the poll shows several republican house seats at risk in pennsylvania connecticut 
indiana and ohio if the democrats capture two or more of those gop seats in each of those key states it 
signals a triumphant night and lots of democratics hee-hawing as the donkey rules the house if republicans 
keep the losses to one or less they'll retain the majority and the elephant will be disco dancing on the capitol 
dome the keys to victory for republicans are the ability to attract conservatives to the polls if they stay home 
republicans face sweeping losses the key for democrats is to win a majority of the 17 open republican seats 
these seats are the foundation for capturing the house next to dissatisfaction with iraq the biggest factor in 
this election will be turnout the key races are almost all on republican turf and late polls show that many are 
still very close so who shows up to vote will make all the difference in deciding how big the democratic 
margin is in the house and in places like missouri virginia tennessee and montana and maryland whether 
republicans lose control of the senate will republicans hold the senate it's probably pretty simple three 
republican incumbents are likely to lose santorum and pennsylvania dewine in ohio and chaffing in rhode 
island the democrats need then to knock off three more republicans allen in virginia burns and montana and 
talent in missouri the democrats need to sweep these races all three of them right now are basically even if 
democrats win those three they'll be in control of the senate and 
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they'll be in control of the senate and president bush will face a democratic senate for the next two years as 
well probably as a democratic house well thanks to the panel you may wonder how a guy sitting here as i am 
tonight gets the information to know when to call a race one way or the other well that is a job that is done by 
what we call our decision desk decision desk is located down in the bowels of these facilities here in new 
york and uh and we keep the one of the best analysts in the business down there with them michael barone 
he's down there with him now that is the decision desk behind him michael um give us a sense of what's 
going on down there and what your thoughts are well brit the the decision desk the the members of the 
decision desk of which i am not one uh are people with a high degree of statistical knowledge they are 
members of both political parties and none at all and they are looking uh over the rather complicated uh 
complex array of statistics that are given by us by the edison matovsky polling firms with which we and other 
networks contract and so they're looking over you know different parameters is what is the likelihood that this 
result is is correct they won't don't want to call any race or declare a victor until they're absolutely sure that 
that's the case and i think they're striving to to keep that record up that we upheld in 2004. how is it possible 
for them to sit there and look at a exit poll perhaps which you know is a big sample nationwide 12 000 voters 
but in any individual state or even congressional district is a much smaller number and therefore the poll has 
to be uh looked at accordingly and put that together a little raw vote numbers that you might have how can 
you make a call based on that well how does that work well the numbers in each state are actually in the 
thousands as well brit because uh those you get uh uh you know hundreds of responses or in at individual 
polling places you do a sampling you know as many as 90 
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sampling you know as many as 90 different polling locations are are conducted and they do many interviews 
at each one so they've got a lot of responses there they've also got a lot of statistical models that are on their 
computers which suggest to them you know has this met the level of certainty that they need and i think they 
operate as well when they're weaving that into the actual tabulated vote with the knowledge of which i try to 
have as well of how past voting has gone in different areas and to see if something is truly out of the ordinary 
do they look as they used to what used to be called key precincts where you go to a particular bellwether 
area of a state which is intended to foretell the outcome of an election or to an area that is notably republican 
if it's going democratic you can sense that something is is going to change in terms of the way that the way 
the vote is going against the past is that that what you do well i think they don't look at just one key precinct 
situation i mean if you look at the bellwether counties in the united states it turns out that there are very few 
counties that voted for the winning presidential candidate all the time co-ops in stratford counties new 
hampshire i think fell out of that in 1976 when they voted for jerry ford and i think crook county oregon which 
was on the list a lumbering county in eastern oregon uh fell off that fell off that in in the 1990s when it voted 


republican wow michael thanks as you can tell nobody has a level of knowledge to match michael barones 
and we'll be going back to him often tonight in the meantime we're going to take a break folks stay with us 
[Music] well when we're waiting for results to come in we have to go back to old-fashioned shoe leather 
reporting and who better to turn to than our chief political correspondent carl cameron with word on what has 
been going on out around the country today carl thanks very much britt we're we're checking in with both the 
campaigns and the national and state party campaigns across the country and in maryland which is one of 
the two potentially vulnerable democratic 
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two potentially vulnerable democratic seats where the the republican african-american lieutenant governor 
michael steele pulled into a toss-up with ben cardin we are we are hearing there today that turnout in both 
democratic and republican precincts has been just dramatically high and this is a race that has been tainted 
and tinged by racial overtones uh today a lot of black democrats reported crossing over for republican 
michael steele out of frustration that the democrats didn't nominate an african-american for the democratic 
nomination to run up for the seat ben cardin is the democrat i want to show you something that was just facts 
to us this today was being passed out and faxed out around the state it's a really nasty example of an attack 
on ben cardin that says that he will promise to attack jesus christ pastors churches and christians and to take 
away blacks freedom if he is elected now we've actually called the phone number on this to try to find out 
what the people have to say it's an answering machine and it says vote for michael steele uh there's an awful 
lot of this stuff going on in maryland flyers going out that that misrepresent it uh the republican campaign still 
says they have nothing to do with it but it's an example of some of the last minute uh activity that can happen 
and uh it's pretty negative stuff in terms of turnout and two other very key races first of all you were talking 
about virginia we've talked now to both the republican and the democratic campaigns george allen the 
incumbent republican and jim webb there are dramatic things underway with turnout there the republicans 
are now saying that in virginia they are predicting they believe they're going to have a higher turnout in 
virginia for this midterm election than was attained by president bush in 2004 remarkable numbers and while 
they recognized that that george allen is likely to lose such democratic strongholds as the greater 
washington d.c area richmond portsmouth and norfolk republicans just told us a few minutes ago that if they 
can get their strong southern virginia turnout as they expect they now have they're predicting they're going to 
win by about 30 000 votes now it's still early in the night but that gives you an idea of what they're predicting 
and in montana republicans say that the turnout the gop turnout has been quote 
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turnout the gop turnout has been quote ridiculously high now this may be a little bit of whistling past the 
grade graveyard because conrad burns had been trailing in the polls by double digits just about 10 days ago 
but he did close in the final few days and they are now saying that in montana they too are looking at record- 
breaking numbers higher than 2004 and there had been some talk that the democrat up there john tester had 
been successful uh organizing native americans republicans say they haven't seen that information britain all 
right carl very interesting as we've talked about earlier we've been we're going to be closely monitoring a 
number of house races and one of them is in a swing district in in kentucky around louisville where anne 
northup a republican republican congresswoman has managed to get herself reelected a number of times 
this is not a district carried by by president bush two years ago and we're going to check in on that now with 
major garrett who's been following the house races major well brit this is a race that both republicans and 
democrats are looking at as an early indicator of whether democrats are going to sweep over the house or 
maybe win control just narrowly and right now the returns are about 53 percent of the vote counted in that 
district and north up with a razor thin lead over her challenger democrat john yarmuth who is a newspaper 
publisher now brit when i say newspaper publisher and i'm not talking about the louisville courier journal i'm 
talking about an alternative newspaper in louisville and john yarmouth is the democratic publisher that 
newspaper left a lot of let's say editorials on the ground that became fodder in this campaign about cultural 
issues about marijuana use things that northrop's campaign thought they would be able to use to put him 
away quite early they have not iraq's been a key issue in this campaign two weeks ago and north have called 


for donald rumsfeld's resignation as pentagon secretary that was a key indication to democrats that she felt 
vulnerable republicans are worried about this race if it goes democrat it will be a very bad sign all right again 
she's ahead by in what the raw vote we have by just a couple of hundred votes so that's exactly with only 
partial returns and that doesn't really mean a lot so well the returns the returns i'm looking at are more than 
53 percent and that's on the kentucky website and so this race has begun to form more than half the vote 
counted and she 
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more than half the vote counted and she has got the narrowest of leads all right major thanks very much uh 
we got to take a break here in the meantime we want to tell you that a judge in ohio has ordered some of the 
polls in that state to stay open later than they were scheduled to be we'll tell you more about that when we 
come back [Music] as we noted earlier a judge in ohio has ordered that some of the polls out in that state be 
kept open longer than they had been scheduled to be this of course the result apparently of some voting 
problems out there but let's find out what it's really all about for my colleague bill hammer who is out in the 
state bill hey brett good evening this is the press release the democratic party put out a short time ago and 
this is what they are saying now that they they took to a federal judge here in northern ohio this is cuyahoga 
county only which is where we are in cleveland ohio here 16 polling stations will stay open about another 90 
minutes which means nine o'clock local time here in cleveland now in the county alone brit there are 576 
polling stations so 16 out of 576 is not a high percentage number democrats claim that a lot of these polling 
stations earlier today failed to open up on time they were 25 35 minutes late as a result some of these polling 
stations 16 and all will be given an additional 90 minutes tonight that's one story line so far tonight the other 
one is where we are here we're at headquarters for the democratic challenger sherrod brown some of the 
democratic strategists here telling me tonight that they sell higher numbers of african-american voters in 
cities like dayton in columbus and cincinnati they think that pretends good news for them and their candidate 
they also saw in southeastern ohio higher democratic turnout there as well a two-part reason for that number 
one they think it helps sherrod brown and also they think it helps the democratic challenger for governor ted 
strickland that is his home district that he exited to run the governor for governor rather in 2006. conversely 
what they're saying in southwestern ohio 
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what they're saying in southwestern ohio specifically clermont county which is a strong republican area 
they're saying that voter turnout there has been low we heard that from republicans a bit earlier today that 
could be significant from two perspectives if clermont county is lower it certainly does not help the republican 
mike dewine but also that's the home district district two for the republican gene schmidt she is said to be in 
an absolute dog fight with her republica or her democratic challenger gene schmidt is the one who took on 
john mirtha last fall when when he came out with his strong comments about the war in iraq clermont county 
historically going back for decades has been very strong favored in the republican party uh now a voter 
turnout was low it may mean something or another for gene schmidt but certainly too close for us to call here 
uh polls were supposed to close at 7 30 across the state uh most of them will the strong majority of them with 
the exception of those 16 polling stations here in cuyahoga county in the area of cleveland ohio britt we'll 
know soon enough all right thanks very much bill of course cuyahoga county was a place where john kerry 
turned out more voters than anybody he had ever seen turned out in a presidential election for him in 2004 
and it led led democrats on that night to believe that the state of ohio was going to be theirs it did not turn out 
that way and one of those who was quick to recognize the the places where republicans were able to find 
voters that some people didn't think might even have existed was michael barone michael your thoughts 
about what you see happening tonight in cuyahoga county and elsewhere in ohio well obviously the 
democrats want to maximize their turnout in ohio we have their word for it that it's been good we'll see what 
the numbers show when they come in but uh cuyahoga county which is cleveland and its immediate suburbs 
to the east south and west uh cast 12 percent of ohio's votes and in 2004 it voted 67 to 33 for john kerry that 
was a big margin it produced a bigger popular vote margin but george bush carried the state by 51 49 and 
that's partly because he uh vastly 
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and that's partly because he uh vastly increased the the turnout in places like clermont county which bill 
referred to just east of cincinnati warren county to the northeast of cincinnati delaware county to the north of 
columbus medina county southwest of cleveland those are ohio's ex-urban counties which have had the 
greatest population growth in the state since the 2000 census and they also increased turnout in low 
population growth rural areas all right michael thanks very much we're coming up on 7 30 which is bill 
hammer noted earlier is when the polls close we're going to say in ohio we can i think fairly now say in most 
of ohio also in two other places as well we may have something to say about those we're going to take a 
break and we'll be right back stay tuned [Music] in just a minute here or if just just less than a minute we're 
going to be uh noting the closing of the polls in uh in the state of virginia i mean it's excuse me in in a couple 
of states west virginia among them ohio and uh and elsewhere but we are watching uh i've been watching a 
ballot initiative in the state of virginia which is one of these amendments that defines marriage as between a 
man and a woman and only between a man and woman who's now reached 7 30. we can tell you that 
senator robert c byrd who many of you probably didn't know is up this year has won reelection as he was 
expected to do that was a race that was never close that means that he is one of the longest serving 
senators in history he's been in congress since the 40s and now here we are in the next century so robert 
byrd will go around again as a united states senator he is the dean of the senate by far now i believe in the 
meantime let's talk a little bit with my colleague jim angle who's keeping an eye on ballot initiatives about that 
initiative in virginia and what we can conclude about it jim well we're at the the any uh ballot initiative dealing 
with gay marriage obviously brings out a lot of social conservatives 
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of social conservatives it was thought to have a big impact of course in the 2004 election especially in ohio 
now what you have in virginia now is this is uh with a small number reporting but i believe we are calling this 
uh that the uh marriage gay marriage amendment the one to outlawing gay marriage and anything that gives 
it any legal status also not recognizing any gay marriages or gay unions from other states we now have 
passing at 58 to 42 percent obviously as many other states do defines marriage as the union between a man 
and woman and prohibits legalization of civil unions now this is something that brings out voters who might 
not otherwise come out pollsters say people who care a great deal about this issue this hits a nerve with a lot 
of people as i was saying it hitler nerve in ohio in 2004 and is thought to have helped president bush get re- 
elected there because it brought out a lot of voters who wouldn't otherwise have gone to the polls this would 
be very good news for george allen if in fact it brought out a lot of social conservatives though jim webb is uh 
not all that liberal himself but uh obviously george allen more conservative of the two all right so we're calling 
that a win for that even though the we're dealing with some small fraction of the return showing it leading 
what 58 to 42. if you've been watching the bottom of our screen you probably have noted that we show uh 
george allen with a similar margin but based on three percent of the vote uh we're not able to call that so that 
was much that ballot initiative it should be noted was leading in the pre-election day poll so based upon that 
obviously in what we have of the raw vote we're able to make a call that we're nowhere near ready to make a 
call in the allen versus webb senate race so some thoughts about this uh uh panel from uh is there does this 
does this look to you as if this might be the kind of a measure that will affect the other races it doesn't 
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will affect the other races it doesn't not necessarily if we look at our fox exit poll not fox expo fox telephone 
poll of virginia today it looks like a third of those who believe there should be no legal recognition for gay or 
lesbian same-sex relationships in other words a third of those who presumably voted for that virginia 
marriage amendment also voted for jim webb jim webb did a pretty good job in the virginia senate race it 
looks like in taking the edge off this uh off allen's senator allen's identification with social conservatives and 
making himself acceptable to at least some enough of social conservatives to to fight a very competitive race 
it also shows this was considered to be a badly drafted amendment i mean i don't know if it was or not but 
that's what some people say argument was made against it right and there was some sense that if a gay 


marriage member or anti-same-sex marriage amendment would finally lose this would be the state at loston 
if it won i think it shows the power of the marriage issue people do want marriage defined as between a man 
and a woman and they don't want judges to fighting marriage there are two states where you have this 
marriage amendment i think it could have made a difference in in senate races this year one is virginia the 
other tennessee with the harold ford bob corker race and corker was using it aggressively in that race it's 
interesting you know that the new jersey supreme court was the one that had the ruling shortly before 
election day it's not an issue in new jersey uh where you have cain versus menendez and you would have 
thought that it would have been exploited there but in fact it's in virginia and tennessee where i think we're 
going to see that issue make a difference potentially but as bill was saying if it's possible that webb co-opted 
that he took it for his own uh that would be a surprise well the other thing there of course is that allen didn't 
make much of it allen had a tough campaign going back to this gaffe so in august and he never really 
recovered his footing and that's what he was trying to do and and he probably should have used the 
marriage amendment more than he did brett i wanted to say something about we were talking about anne 
northup running in louisville and this is an example of how things change from the prior election uh in a year 
that's been 2004 was a good year for republicans president bush was re-elected she got 60 percent of the 
vote 
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percent of the vote uh in a district where bush only got 49 percent now she's struggling to get 50 plus one 
and it's true in in many many other districts you know the easiest ones for the democrats to gain are the 
open republican seats and the polls that fox did by telephone shows that uh democrats uh democrats 
winning a couple of those one in uh in ohio the seat of bob ney which was they're leading in them going well 
yeah they're leading adam and the one in ohio by a substantial margin and then one in minnesota as well 
and then you get to the marginal seats the ones where the parties are sort of evenly divided if democrats dig 
deeply into those then they're going to have a big night and and that's why i see like anne northups which is 
a marginal seat uh they're more democrats in it than republicans and yet she is one uh if they can win that 
one i think it's an indicator that they're going to do pretty well nothing about that race that we know if i'm not 
mistaken that indicates that something that she did or said or or something that happened in that race she 
simply identified with an r next to her name in a year when and of course like obviously like every republican 
she supported president bush in a number of ways it is a marginally uh democratic district in that in that john 
kerry carried it with 51 percent of the vote but she's always been able on the strength of her her uh uh 
popularity to to carry that district um uh going back to virginia um uh our uh fox poll showed that uh jim webb 
webb would win that uh race 51 to 45. now going into these um uh the the latest polls on that before the 
election showed that uh that webb was leading by 1.5 if the if our poll is right he's leading by three percent 
which is uh you know a significant uh jump from that and in that uh in that virginia two congressional race 
where thelma drake was one of those uh that's a very strongly uh republican district and if she if she loses 
that seat that's another one of those that the that the republicans did not think that they were going to lose 
and that would that 
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that would that that is another kind of case like ann northrup where uh where this is a an incumbent a strong 
incumbent uh who who would be losing indicating that it's going to be a big democratic night let's take a look 
at a graphic that will show us where uh polls have closed in in terms of house races this is in uh and you're 
looking this is this is the 7 30 closings just happened seven minutes ago as you can see there's a cluster of 
important congressional districts in ohio which are which are in contention a couple in west virginia and and 
one down in north carolina that's western north carolina the asheville area where veteran congressman 
charles taylor has been in re-election trouble for some time he has been considered to be someone who's 
had some ethical issues raised about him which is lethal or can be lethal in this particular year so those are 
ones we're taking a look at and and we're also interested of course in what the exit polls may have to tell us 
especially about the races in ohio and for that my colleague chris wallace chris we're going to get to those 
ohio congressional races in just a moment but first the ohio senate race where democratic challenger 


sherrod brown appears to have a sizable lead over republican incumbent senator mike dewine in fact he's 
had it for for weeks in all the polls and one of the big reasons what a difference two years has made ohio of 
course was the state that put george w bush over the top in the 2004 presidential election but now look at 
those figures there are now negative feelings towards the president 38 percent approve of the job mr bush is 
doing while 60 percent disapprove there's also a negative rating for the iraq war 41 approve while 58 percent 
disapprove so those are problems headwind for all republican candidates in ohio in addition to of course 
they've had some local scandals in ohio in addition to the exit polls fox news as we've been mentioning all 
night has its own exclusive telephone poll with 900 voters in ohio and we focused on three key house races 
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and we focused on three key house races in the first congressional district or ohio one seven term republican 
incumbent steve shabbat appears to be trailing democratic challenger john cranley according to our 
telephone poll 57 percent to 42 percent again it's a telephone poll not an exit poll of actual voters in ohio 15 
incumbent republican congresswoman deborah price chairwoman of the republican conference which makes 
her number four in the house republican leadership is trailing democratic challenger mary jo kilroy 51 to 46 in 
our phone poll now this race has been very closely watched for weeks to see what fallout there is from house 
republican scandals and speaking of scandals in ohio 18 the district where congressman bob nay recently 
resigned because of his involvement in the abramoff scandal our fox news telephone poll shows democrat 
zach space a municipal attorney leading republican state senator joy padgett listen to this 60 percent to 36 
percent that has always been considered a very tough race for republicans and it looks like it is tonight so in 
ohio both at the state level and in three key congressional races problems for the gop tonight brett but 
nothing upon which we can make a single call correct that's exactly right nothing to make a call either in the 
senate race and of course these telephone poles we're not going to make any calls tonight obviously not in it 
and at the rate we're going with the exit polling and the skepticism we feel about it based on past record and 
some of what we've seen tonight you know we're going to do the best we can folks to use them for analysis 
purposes but we're even skeptical of them for that as they say brett uh we're we don't know where we're 
going but we're making good time that's right we're making good time and we're going to make a little time 
here for our sponsors we're taking a break we'll be right back [Music] 
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the development of the internet and specifically the world wide web has affected american politics in a 
multitude of ways one of the most notable has been the development of politics in what's called the 
blogosphere this is the this vast community of people who as individuals sit down at their computers and they 
write what's called a web log a blog and record their thoughts their analysis their opinion and sometimes 
they're reporting they're not always right about everything but they often have something interesting to say 
they may pick up on points that the rest of us miss and the smart reporters have gotten in the habit of 
checking in with the blogosphere and we have our own blogger here tonight our own michelle malkin who is 
herself a noted blogger and who has been keeping an eye on her comrades in the blogosphere michelle 
what are you seeing hey i'm seeing a lot of activity brett it's been a busy day for the army of poll watchers in 
the blogosphere and youtube has been an a ubiquitous force throughout the campaign and it has been today 
at redstate.com which is a leading conservative blog you've got youtube video posted of poll worker 
intimidation and that certainly has been one of the big stories of the day on both sides of the aisle in the 
blogosphere monitoring all sorts of campaign shenanigans and potential quote-unquote harassment or 
intimidation um at these polls sites so you've got video being posted on youtube not only from the right but 
also from the left and there has been a far more organized and vast effort a well-funded effort on the left as 
well and you can see that at videothevote.com where a number of documentarians have gotten together to 
pool their resources and put their own video of so-called harassment and intimidation and related to that brit 
um we've had a lot of original reporting on the blogosphere original uh originating on the left side of the 
blogosphere about so-called robo calls and here's something that actually unites the left and right side of the 
blogosphere these annoying automated phone calls and you've had a lot of audio and 
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you've had a lot of audio and transcripts posted and a lot of claims uh that these have been deceptive on 
both sides of the aisle you see that at the talking points momo site and on aggregator sites like memorandum 
where uh you can see opinion from both sides of the blogosphere on those robocalls and now of course 
there is a federal investigation into some of those calls in virginia finally talking about the democrats 
preemptive strategy to undermine the results of the election whatever there are we've got uh reports now 
that moveon.org and being disseminated by the daily codes the far left blogger site are offering 250 dollars 
as a reward for people to scavenger hunt across the country for evidence of intimidation so that's what's 
going on right now in the blogosphere bread whatever the robo calls these are calls i guess that are recorded 
by celebrities who and then the automated dialing gets into play and you pick up the phone and somebody 
says hello i'm laura bush and you say hello mrs bush and the recording keeps going and it dawns on you 
that the real person is not calling you it's a robo-call and i guess a lot some people have gotten a lot of these 
is that that's been the has that been the issue it certainly has repeat calls in several cases and blogs have 
been reporting everyone from john mccain to joe piscopo to uh to hillary clinton i think placing these calls and 
they happen at the dinner hour which is very annoying whatever your political stripes are i think the most 
serious charges involve deception and the people receiving the calls claiming that republicans are posing as 
democrats and vice versa all right michelle we'll be back to you we'll be back to you often thanks very much 
for getting us up to date on what's going on in the world of the blogosphere this whole question about voter 
contacts that's that that michelle uh at least indirectly raises but they mentioned 
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indirectly raises but they mentioned these robo calls this has been a point of pride with republicans in recent 
days and in recent elections that they have been able to mount a turnout effort in part by the fact that they've 
made x thousands of numbers of voter contact calls i suppose that what's hap what the what the what people 
left and right in the blogosphere are complaining about tonight that it isn't just the quantity of the cause but it 
matters to some extent what exactly you're you're you're hearing one wonders also of course is you can 
record the number of of uh of contacts but what does that you know how much does that get you yeah we 
were told uh the the republican national committee had been very proud of the fact that they were making 
millions and millions of voter contacts and you know their 72-hour machine is uh supposed to be uh 
wonderful in in delivering votes for uh for republicans if it turns out that this is these are largely robo calls 
that's different from what we were led to believe members members of your of a church you know contacting 
somebody somebody you know uh being connected that has been a hallmark of the republicans they got 
down to the to the sort of the neighborhood level found somebody that knew somebody and they got them to 
make it micro targeting you know knowing that's what's micro targeting but the other half of it is and this is 
what michelle i think was touching on is that there are repeat calls being made and the people would view as 
harassing calls and then sometimes what happens is there's the suggestion that this call is coming from 
actually not the person that's not actually making the call the democrat appears to be making the call when 
actually it's coming from republicans who are trying to anger the voter and thinking there's fraud and that's 
what's starting some of these investigations that there's fraud involved uh and harassment well you know if 
that's an example of something we're kind of in debt to the to the to the bloggers in the blogosphere for 
staying on top of this stuff yeah no absolutely i've learned a lot from reading the blogs in the last few days 
and addition to my wife who's gotten three of these robocalls she just got the straight ones you know she had 
a nice chat with laura bush someone one sided well it wasn't right i think she's on the standard republican list 
i think what people what the blogspot has called attention to are calls which really are deceptive and sort of 
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which really are deceptive and sort of scurrilous where they say do you think you know perverts should be let 
out of child molesters should be led out of prison but no well then you won't want to vote for juan williams 
because you know i mean that's right and those you know it's you get a robot doing it there's no return phone 
number it's hard to know who paid for it and there are this has been the there are justice department 


investigations i guess going to this having said all that it strikes me that none of this affects these races very 
much when you step back from the america and look at the american electoral system i'm sort of amazed at 
how you know 100 million but it doesn't work 75 million people are going to vote i guess yeah but it does 
reveal the conspiracy mind that exists out there i mean these people are looking for trouble right and they're 
intent on it and they believe someone's cheating them that's their energy rather than getting out and getting 
involved in the electoral process you talk about the people who are receiving the calls and complaining about 
it no i'm talking about i'm talking people i find a lot on the left but also on the right there are people who just 
seem to me to focus on hey we're being cheated this time and the other guy is cheating and we're going to 
catch him and we've got lawyers in tow right now before we know anything went wrong but let me say 
something turnout was up a lot in 2004 over 2000 17 or 18 million more people voted in 2004 and 2000. i 
believe turnout looks like it will be up quite a bit today this today perhaps over 2002. i think that is in part due 
to the blogs due to the internet which has gotten people a lot of people more interested in politics and they 
can find their own favorite sites yeah and it's a way to express themselves pretty quickly i mean you look at 
this chain of comments at the end of many of these blogs that are part of the blogs and you know people 
have a say and other people read it i mean you know it's it takes you out of this sense of anonymity and 
emptiness george allen would be winning george allen would be winning this race i think if it weren't for the 
blogs and for youtube really which well they magnified this error the stupid thing he said to this young about 
you know makaka to this web volunteer then they've magnified other things what do you think john kerry 
yeah that excerpt from his speech where he dumped on he says he didn't but when he it looked like he 
dumped on the on the troops in iraq that was on youtube uh again this website that picks 
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youtube uh again this website that picks up clips you know of sports and politicians and what they say and 
do and then of course the other questions about the voting machines we'll talk a little bit about that in a 
moment but first a break stay [Music] tuned [Music] [Applause] [Music] and that of course is a race we're 
going to be watching very closely tonight we just have a fraction of precincts in what 15 percent now showing 
george allen ahead um george allen would like very much to win that race and it's been you know a wild and 
wooly affair the whole time that is a state in which we have already noted that the marriage ballot initiative 
which confines marriage to a man and one man and one woman has carried that state but uh we knew that 
when only three percent were in but uh the webb and allen race remains clearly too close to call the other 
other side of things of course is the house of representatives we're watching a whole host of races there 
tonight so we can pick out a few early returns that would tell us which way that is all going to go for more on 
that let's turn to my colleague down in washington our chief our congressional correspondent major garrett hi 
major hello brad let me talk to you a little bit about the atmospherics here in washington on this election night 
the democrats and their house campaign committee are running a website with instantaneous secretary of 
state results for all the hot house races that shows you how aggressive they are to see the results 
republicans national congressional committee is not the speaker of the house the republican dennis hastert's 
not in washington where is he back in his district in illinois the protestant who might be the new speaker the 
house nancy pelosi the current house minority leader she's here in washington right now making herself very 
visible to the cameras reporters were brought in to see her in the d triple c that's the democratic 
congressional campaign committee chairman rahm emanuel talk about their optimism about tonight's results 
let's go to some key races kentucky's third we talked about that a little bit 
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third we talked about that a little bit earlier that's and north up against john yarmuth it's almost 66 percent of 
the vote in now brit countered in kentucky and ann northrup is now trailing in that race the results she's got 
49.3 percent that is ann northrup john yarmuth 50.7 a bad sign for republicans because that was a race they 
wanted to hold let's go to indiana's second district that's chris ciccolo the republican running against 
democrat brad ellsworth a law and order person from that district in indiana president bush was just in the 
chicola district i was giving a lot received a lot of calls this weekend about a strong republican get out the 
vote effort there jacola in that district according to my numbers that i can see on the website up 50.2 percent 


over ellsworth 49.8 a very tight race one republicans will be watching to see if they lose that race that will 
another be another sign that they might be suffering from a democratic wave and brit let's talk about a race 
that attracted the attention of the country for possibly all the wrong reasons florida 16 joe negron who was 
the last minute substitute replacement for disgraced republican congressman mark foley he is a write-in 
candidate who has to have people actually vote for mark foley to elect him to congress with 10 percent of the 
vote in in that 16th congressional district brit negron has 50.5 percent of the vote his democratic challenger 
tim mahoney 49.5 neck and neck republicans thought they might have a chance of pulling a cat out of the 
bag and that one winning a race that democrats thought was theirs as soon as the foley scandal broke that's 
a quick look at some of the races we're keeping an eye on britt all right major thanks very much we'll come 
back to you early and often on particularly on a couple of those races out in the midwest see if we can clarify 
that picture a little bit in the meantime let's turn to my colleague our chief political correspondent carl 
cameron who's keeping an eye on senate races carl hi britt well one of the races that has been getting a 
tremendous amount of attention the last couple of weeks is tennessee and there the it's a no this is an open 
seat essentially the majority leader bill frist the outgoing republican leader of the republican conference is 
abandoning that seat many say to go out and look for the white house run in 2008 harold ford jr had been up 
a couple of weeks ago and his republican opponent 
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weeks ago and his republican opponent bob corker was able to turn the race ostensibly to a referendum on 
harold ford jr as opposed to the war in iraq which is what democrats have been trying to do this race by all 
accounts is going to be decided in the suburbs around nashville tennessee is one of these states that sort of 
divided evenly with a lot of conservatives on the eastern part of the state and more liberal voters in the 
western part of the state and this particular race is perhaps in the senate one of the best examples of how 
republicans are facing tough challenges from conservative democrats harold ford jr ran against nancy pelosi 
for the speakership rather the democratic leadership of the house minority a couple of years ago he calls 
himself a pro-gun pro-life democrat and a lot of places where we're seeing democrats really surging forward 
across the country is driven on candidacies by conservative democrats uh of course bob corker the former 
mayor of chattanooga completely challenges and disputes the conservatism of harold ford jr but it's 
instructive to watch across the country how these democrats who tend to be particularly on social issues a 
little bit more conservative than the blue plate of their party may may actually see the evening unfold and in 
house races and senate races alike these conservative democrats if they do bring in democratic majorities 
will then turn around and watch a lot of liberals lead the party right all right we've been watching as i 
mentioned thank you carl we've been watching as i mentioned uh some of the uh some of these close races 
particularly in indiana we are now going to to say that brad ellsworth who is the sheriff of that county out 
there around evansville running against the incumbent republican brad hostetter hostetler has been a 
surprising come-from-behind winner in race after race after race fox news is projecting tonight not this time 
brad hostetler i mean brad ellsworth winning over john hostetler hostel or loser out there this is a gain for the 
democratic party in a place where they thought they had a good chance of gaining a lot of people thought it'd 
be a miracle of all the endangered republicans in the state of indiana hostetler appeared to be the most the 
most endangered we're coming up in just about 30 seconds now on the uh eight o'clock hour and a whole 
passel of states will 


01:32:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=27SnATv2IRO&t=5521s 





hour and a whole passel of states will have closed by that time you can see a bunch of them are going to 
close at eight o'clock they are listed left and right of your screen there and we'll be able to tell you a little bit 
about some of the races uh in there as well fred you had to comment on that hostility brad ellsworth would be 
host edler uh is pro-life pro-gun has even signed grover norquist's tax a pledge not to raise taxes how he'll 
get along with the liberal democrats in the house and nancy pelosi in particular will be interesting to watch 
yeah well this is a pattern carl mentioned it as well a lot of a lot of democrats running to the right of their 
parties uh of their parties mainstream so to speak yeah but none of them santorum thought to be well behind 
behind casey there but we have no no numbers yet to show you on that and in the u.s senate i don't know 


what that's all about the maryland senate cardinal steele uh polls just closing there in maryland a very close 
race nothing to show you on that still too close to call new jersey senate same thing that's a mistake 
obviously not payson all right connecticut u.s senate that's a three-way race uh slicing to the republican 
hopelessly behind lieberman thought a likely winner is an independent over the democrat lamont whose 
hopes were so high only a few months back and now we do project a winner in the massachusetts senate 
race i bet many of you didn't know that ted kennedy was running for reelection this year well he is and he has 
won by our projection similarly in mississippi well we had it up there for a second mississippi we're projecting 
trent lotto winner we're also projecting olympia snow a winner over her challenger in the state of maine that 
again not a surprise many of you probably hadn't heard much about that race that's because it wasn't close 
so there as best we can show them to you is a bunch of races in states where the polls are closed florida u.s 
senate as well we project bill nelson a winner over catherine harris some polls that showed her behind by 
even more than that current margin with 10 in but there has been little doubt for a long time that she would 
win i mean she would lose there many many of the republican elders in washington and elsewhere did not 
want her to run 
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elsewhere did not want her to run for the senate but she insisted on doing it she's quite popular within the 
republican party at least among a lot of voters and so she won the primary and the result was what they 
feared the democrats hold the seat a seat that had been thought at least some time ago to be vulnerable to 
the democrats a possible pickup for the republican so um panel what are we seeing out of this juan your 
thoughts on on the nature of the candidates um who seem to be doing well tonight as democrats and what 
they believe in well i'm just you know the ann northern point is so striking because i i find anne northrup is 
very moderate she's someone who has called for secretary rumsfeld's resignation and she has had 
differences recently yeah has had differences with president bush about the war uh but that doesn't seem to 
count i think that what we're picking up is what we see in chris wallace's numbers that people are running 
against a strong tide republicans are running against a strong tie when it comes to the president and when it 
comes to the war uh i have questions about that earlier poll that indicated the corruption culture of corruption 
was a big issue that was one of those exit poll numbers that made you kind of wonder well i'd say it certainly 
made me wonder but anyway i think what we're looking at is the war but what's interesting to me in the ann 
north case is i think this is someone who tried especially in the course of the campaign to separate herself 
out from the president to get voters she's a fifth five-term incumbent try to get voters to look at her and what 
she delivered for them and so you see the strategy of focusing on local issues trying to take it away from the 
national referendum did not succeed for her and that's a bad sign for the republicans um you know looking 
through our our uh poll results uh it's interesting how uh are you talking about our fox news fox news 
telephone telephone poll right uh i i haven't seen the exit poll results so i don't know how they how they're 
running but uh a significant percentage of bush voters in uh in in 2004 are opting for democratic 
gubernatorial candidates like even sherrod brown 10 percent of bush voters sherry brown is very liberal the 
uh yeah he's in ohio he's he is a true blue liberal 10 10 of republicans are voting for sherry 
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10 of republicans are voting for sherry brown now i would think that that is out of disgust with the general 
political climate there is a ohio is a place where corruption has infected the state government and people are 
running away from the republicans and the state government heavily controlled by the republican party for 
exactly for a number of years and even sherrod brown who is a classic labor democrat is getting 28 percent 
of the conservative vote which uh it tells you something about the disgust that uh voters there must have 
been let me tell you something about the polls maybe i'll tell you something about ohio conservatives i don't 
know it's a democratic year yeah i think that's well we all kind of knew that well i know i just thought i'd 
mention it anyway in case you've forgotten look i'm talking about i'll tell you the one side i'll write it down fred 
i'm taking note of it the races i i'm kind of interested are these ones where democrats have gotten moderate 
to conservative candidates to run so far we saw brad ellsworth winning that seat in in evansville in in 
southwestern ohio another one is again running as charlie taylor in western north carolina is heath schuler 


who many of us remember as a great quarterback at the university of tennessee but a not so great 
quarterback with the washington redskins and the new orleans the remarkable thing about that story is that 
so passionate are washington redskins fans about their football team and so important is it to them that 
here's heath schuler someone who you know would be one would think an attractive young man to come to 
washington as a member of congress and all these redskins fans had a website up urging people to vote 
against him because he was such a lousy quarterback they believe for the redskins that they never wanted 
to see the guy in town again well he's a strong candidate and they may see him again you know he's a born- 
again christian he won't say and and conservative on you know his pro-life and so on won't say whether he'll 
vote for nancy pelosi uh for speaker or not well we haven't projected him a winner yet but no we haven't all i 
said was he's running a strong race and the uh and then you go to the senate i mean jim webb in in virginia 
who's actually who's endorsed a bunch of liberal issues but people i mean the whole career tells you uh he's 
a lot more conservative than he lets on and is probably i can't think of anyone 
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and is probably i can't think of anyone except for former uh governor mark warner who could run such a 
strong race against george allen and then wait a minute and then there's bob casey who who comes from a 
family his father you know that is known for their any any abortion feelings uh in pennsylvania i'm not sure 
whether others could have beaten rick santorum but he seems to be running ahead he has in every poll well 
it's it's worth saying and we're saying earlier that one of the winners if the democrats uh clean up tonight one 
of the great winners in in this will be rahm emanuel who went around we just saw a picture there exactly he 
was the one who recruited people who are not classic liberal democrats to run in these various seats but 
people could actually win these are republican seats they had to take it with some somebody who's 
conservative and he found him and he recruited i think i named both of them a lot of governorships are up 
tonight as we've noted earlier and our colleague megan kendall is here with the latest on them megan hi 
there brett you have several races now to call including in pennsylvania where we are now calling uh the 
race projecting that the democrat in that state has retained his state governor ed rendell over challenger uh 
lin swan that's bad news to steelers fans who wanted swan to see that state he was one of the only three 
black candidates running for governor uh fared better the other black candidate in massachusetts brit fox 
news is now projecting that deval patrick the democrat has taken that seat ousting well beating the 
republican kerry healey who was the lieutenant governor in that state fox news projecting a win for the 
democrats there in connecticut fox news projecting that governor jody rel will retain her seat that's not a 
surprise over to stefano she's very well liked by connecticut voters despite the fact that she's a republican 
survived a gritty battle with breast cancer and no surprise there that she has won tonight or as we project 
tonight in georgia fox news projecting that governor sonny perdue will retain his seat over challenger 
lieutenant governor mark taylor who is the democrat that too was not a particularly competitive race and 
looks like georgia will retain governor perdue who is the first republican governor since reconstruction in that 
state finally maryland you're looking at it 
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finally maryland you're looking at it there too close to call that's not a shock this has been a nail-biter the 
democrat martin o'malley mayor of baltimore challenging bob ehrlich who's been incredibly popular his major 
deficit is having an r next to his name in a tough year for republicans in a blue state so too close to call in 
maryland and that is also the case down in florida charlie crist the estate's attorney general running for the 
governorship too close to call against challenger jim davis both of them seeking to occupy the governor's 
mansion after jeb bush steps down because of term limits in january so those are two nail-biters that we still 
have to follow and we will keep you updated as we get those results results in megan of course it's worth 
noting that charlie crist got himself into the news uh perhaps in a way that uh that his republican supporters 
might not have liked when the president went to pensacola i guess it was yesterday wasn't it to to campaign 
for him among others and chris found other things to do than stand on a platform with the president saying 
he had to be in other parts of the state exactly right he said he didn't need the votes in the panhandle where 
the president went and that he needed them over on the atlantic sea coast that's where he went the 


president went elsewhere we'll see whether that helped or hurt him presumably if the race is as close as uh 
as it seems at least at the moment and of course it is early maybe it'll turn out that he he needed to be 
somewhere else in any case the president got up and pitched for him anyway so he did indeed such as 
politics uh thanks megan very much we'll be back to you shortly is it possible to see um in any of this um 
something about i mean you were talking about this earlier one we talked we're seeing sherrod brown for 
example winning and in ohio apparently doing very well in ohio a state which was carried by the president 
he's an outnowed liberal there's no no two ways about it um but broadly more broadly speaking we look at 
the candidates who appear to be doing well mort was talking about rahm emanuel's ability to recruit 
moderates is if this is a big democratic night and we don't know that yet but it you know there are many all 
the pre-election indicators 
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all the pre-election indicators suggested that will this be a big night for liberalism or a big night for something 
else oh no it's a in a way it's a big night for conservative democrats if these trends whole it looks like uh you 
take an example like pennsylvania eight you know where you have a one first term republican uh fitzpatrick 
versus uh murphy murphy that's the philadelphia suburbs philadelphia suburbs levittown doyle's town 
quakertown that whole area just south of new jersey a little bit of the northern part of the city of philadelphia 
is right in there and what you get is a iraqi war veteran murphy running against and saying here's my position 
on the war but if you start if you stop and you ask murphy what are your positions in terms of social issues in 
terms of this guy sounds like he could be a republican exactly bill you had some thoughts on this in this 
whole area yeah i think that the democrats did a good job in some of the congress many of the congressional 
races and some of the senate races in recruiting moderate democrats especially in states that are more 
conservative the other thing that seems to have happened in some of these states looking at this poll is 
some of these are our phone polls is that democrats are consistently getting 20 25 percent of the votes of 
self-described conservatives that is i think a protest vote against either a republican congress that wasn't 
conservative on spending issues or a republican president president bush whom they're just dissatisfied with 
the conduct of the war i think in virginia in particular i'm a virginia resident fred is too you are too i think brit 
you know allen did not run an ideological campaign against webb he ran a personal campaign against what 
webs of flake wrote these novels with weird scenes in them it was almost as if once he got caught in a 
personal slip of his own he decided that was the level on which he had to hit back right and i think it may turn 
out to be a huge mistake if that marriage amendment passed to virginia 58-42 webb was for it alex was for it 
webb was against it he didn't run a conservative ideological campaign he ran a campaign of personal 
charges against webb and the idea that allen is running could be running something like 10 points behind the 
marriage amendment 
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10 points behind the marriage amendment will lead to a lot of second guessing i think of the web campaign 
and a general second guessing that they might have been better off in some of these states and some of 
these congressional districts running a more ideological campaign really trying to make it a conservative 
liberal showdown because what's striking in these polls is the number of self-described conservatives 
continues to exceed the number of self-described liberals by about three to two or better in a lot of states 
including you know moderate states not just southern states you know i don't go ahead well i was just going 
to say i don't think there's much of an ideological element to this election at all it's you know it's the sixth year 
people are mad at the bush administration uh and when you see the top issues being corruption in iraq uh 
and iraq not in iraq although there's some there too uh those are not particularly ideological issues they're i 
mean they're conservative i mean liberals are against the war but so a lot of conservatives and moderates so 
there's not really that ideological dimension that you often see there are a lot of voters who are just angry 
and protesting okay we're going to take a break here on the other side of it though we're going to go to 
michael barone and talk about what is emerging as kind of the all-important early state of indiana stay tuned 
[Music] the pace of things may be picking up just a little bit there you see us that's that's me that's me up in 
times square can you imagine my name in life my tragedy in the meantime though for the benefit of those in 


times square in particular let's turn to my colleague megan kendall who's going to have something to tell us 
about the about some of these governor's races a couple of calls i believe megan yeah i got to take the 
opportunity to say hi mom too so now that you brought it up yeah actually we've got some governor results in 
tennessee and in new hampshire not a huge surprise in either state both governors fox news now predicting 
will retain their seats in tennessee governor phil bredesen fox news projecting he will prevail over challenger 
jim bryson who was a state senator and in new hampshire fox news projecting now that governor john lynch 
a democrat will retain his seat over challenger jim coburn one interesting thing about that tennessee race but 
it was so non-competitive that that's why most of 
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non-competitive that that's why most of the candidates in that state were vying for the seat being vacated by 
senate majority leader bill frist and not trying to oust the governor because so formidable a candidate was he 
and now of course it looks like he has pulled it out again tonight brit megan thank you very much i'm sure our 
viewers in times square enjoyed that as well let's turn now to uh someone else who might please everyone in 
times square and that is our colleague martha mccallum who is out at menendez headquarters in new jersey 
with word on how things have been going out there and what the feeling is there megan i mean martha 
pardon me hello there breck good evening we're in the home of you know bruce prinstein and frank sinatra in 
bon jovi this room is rocking right now at menendez headquarters they're feeling optimistic although one 
thing that i would mention is that there was some reservation about moderate turnout moderate turnout in 
areas like camden county union county hudson county those are the bedrock of the democratic party in new 
jersey very optimistic words that we've been hearing about turnout from the republican side from tom kane 
junior's side in counties like bergen county hunterton county some of them are affluent areas of new jersey 
where tom kane jr has been said to be polling pretty well this has been a very a race that has been hinging 
on ethics tom kane jr has tried to paint bob menendez with the brush of being connected to waterfront politics 
where he hails from in hoboken new jersey but i would also point out that some of the exit polls that we're 
getting a look at now these are coming from ap and a lot of the focus of the voters that they have been 
talking to is based on iraq and that is what bob menendez has been trying to make this race all about it's six 
and ten say they were disappointed with how things are going in iraq one-third of those voters said that they 
believe that the u.s should withdraw now three-quarters of them said iraq was very important to their vote but 
tom kane jr has been successful in hammering home his point of ethics questions that have been raised 
about bob menendez all of those relating or many of them 
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all of those relating or many of them relating to rental properties that he has had dealings with with nonprofit 
groups in hudson county so 70 percent of the voters that they talked to said that they believe that tom kane jr 
had stronger ethics now some have said about new jersey politics that new jerseyans are more comfortable 
with even the question of corruption than they are with uh with venturing out to try something somebody new 
or somebody outside of that vein so that may be a hard to sell for tom kane jr but let's remind everybody he 
is the son of a very popular governor tom kane of course who also chaired the 911 commission and his son 
is run on a platform that would institute a lot of those 911 commission reforms which is an idea that's very 
popular with democrats as well so a tight race here in new jersey tonight we're watching it very closely from 
menendez headquarters we'll continue to report back to you brett as we get some more information all right 
martha good to hear from you give us a shout when uh you start to pick some things up out there we 
appreciate it very much all right thank you okay in the meantime we're going to take a little break here and on 
the other side of that we will i promise you'll get to michael barone on the survey for the goings on in indiana 
stay tuned indiana is a red state it has been a red state in in the presidential election after presidential 
election but it is perhaps surprisingly to some a battleground state in this year's midterm election nobody 
knows the state better or the district's better or the race is better than my colleague michael barone who is 
down by our decision desk michael well a few hoosiers might differ with you on that brit but uh taking a look 
at some of these indiana house the three indiana house races indiana eight that's the one we've called for 


democrat brad ellsworth and this was a real collapse on the part of john hostell the republic who's held it for 
12 years he doesn't raise much money he doesn't campaign with public events he's got his own little way of 
doing so it worked for him uh six times it did not work for him the 
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six times it did not work for him the seventh and the first returns there were out of vigo county around terre 
haute in the northern part of the district an industrial county an area that hostetler had lost but he got 44 
percent of the vote two years ago only 29 percent now and ellsworth was even carrying counties like park 
county along i-70 between terre haute and indianapolis that county went 59 percent for hoss detler two years 
ago 47 percent this time a real collapse something similar but not as drastic seems to be happening in 
indiana too in northern indiana to the two-term dem republican incumbent chris chicola it's too soon to say 
that race is over but st joseph county which includes south bend an industrial area that's an area where 
chicago two years ago ran about even just about 50 50. the first half of the 44 percent of the returns and he 
was losing 65 35 meanwhile was also running behind in the two in in counties wabash river counties like 
carolyn cass finally brit indiana 9 southeast corner of the state there the republicans hope to hold on for mike 
saudrel who won with 50.3 percent in 2004 one of their strategies increased the turnout in places like 
dearborn county on the i-74 corridor northwest of cincinnati fast-growing area turnout went up 28 percent uh 
since 2002 saadro's percentage however declined from 57 percent two years ago to 53 percent that race is 
definitely too close to call now saudral's running about even in switzerland county which in ohio river county 
historically democratic with his previous showing similarly in crawford county another one of those historically 
democratic counties that often goes democratic and state government elections and so the returns aren't in 
from the other counties this race looks like it could go either way 
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go either way but it may be that the republican turnout drive was successful but not all the people they turned 
out voted republican if you work up a big turnout machine and end up delivering the other guys voters to the 
polls well there's there's one other interesting race brit on the boards there in the indiana seventh district 
that's held by democrat virginia carson it's entirely within marion county city of indianapolis virginia carson's 
won several terms there the initial returns showed eric dickerson the republican ahead former car dealer 
who'd attacked her now i think the professionals in both parties expect that virginia carson will win this there 
was one poll that showed the republican dickerson ahead my guess is that those precincts are probably from 
the more republican north central part of the city of indianapolis but i do not know that for sure and we'll keep 
clicking on that result as the evening goes on to see if there's uh something of an upset going there though i 
don't expect it to pan out that way that's julia carson julia carson sorry no problem that's all right you got eric 
dickerson right although a lot of don't be confused folks that's not to eric dickerson who was a running back 
great in the nfl some years ago ran with a very upright stance you may recall and boy could he run he didn't 
create the last line got hurt right and then what happened get hurt but he was great can i add one thing of 
course it's hard to add anything to what uh mike says because he's already he's already said so much but 
these three districts uh in in congressional races are are swing districts i mean they've been held by uh 
democrats you know the one the one that saudral has was lee hamilton's district for many years you know 
the the head of the one of the heads of the 911 commission and he's of course a democrat again we all 
know great guy a great guy uh host settlers district was held by frank mccloskey it's called the bloody eighth 
because they've been such hard-fought elections there and disputed elections so many years but a 
democrat's flanking frank macarthur so republicans losing there is not a case of a republican stronghold 
really having been assaulted successfully by by the other party no and that's also true of the ciacola district 
up in the north where tim romer who was also on the 911 commission a democrat 
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also on the 911 commission a democrat held i guess between what 1990 and and 2002. my point is these 
are the kind of districts that if you're having a strong year you win your party wins and and democrats said 
they've already picked off one of them all right high-ranking white house officials said that in the three indiana 
seats and the two kentucky seats if the the republicans could afford out of those five seats the republicans 
could afford to lose three and still retain the house if they lost four uh they were they were in trouble they're 
losing four they are already they're they're losing four baseballs one and behind in three right i mean we've 
we figured that they've lost indiana eight they're losing in indiana too the question is about indiana nine and 
we're projecting ann northrup i think uh at least she's she's behind she's yeah but she's but that's still real 
close all right good we as we've noted uh the uh marriage amendment that makes marriage man and woman 
one man one woman only in the state of virginia has we have project won there is a similar measure on the 
ballot in tennessee and my colleague jim angle has been keeping an eye on that along with other ballot 
measures jim's down in washington jim brett that's right in tennessee amendment one an amendment to the 
state constitution fox news now projects that that will pass and at the moment it is uh winning a very healthy 
margin with the votes coming in somewhere in the 80 percentiles here you'll see the numbers 85 to 15 at the 
moment it defines marriage as the union between a man and a woman that is a constitutional amendment in 
the state now this is one of nine states that are dealing with this issue at the moment 16 states have already 
taken action on gay marriage or marriage defining defining marriage as a union between a man and a 
woman so this has been a pretty popular issue over the years there are other states across the country of 
course that we will tell you about in addition to virginia as the night wears on there are a lot of social 
conservatives in tennessee some of them call themselves democrats some republicans even harold ford jr 
the democratic 
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even harold ford jr the democratic candidate for senator was in favor of this amendment to the state 
constitution so we expect this to pass handily which will be important because in tennessee you have to have 
a super majority for constitutional amendments that means that they have to get more than half the number 
of votes that were cast in the gubernatorial election as it stands at the moment looks like that will not be a 
problem now jim we are we in a position now where we can call that one as having carried i noticed there 
only on the board you showed there was like one percent of the vote tallied we we did something like that in 
virginia with like three percent are we now calling that that's right fox news is now projecting that that 
measure will win okay great uh that uh at least we can project something uh this early part of the night thank 
you jim very much uh folks when you see a check as you do at the bottom of the screen now next to sony 
perdue's name or dude just for for a moment there the check uh as you probably figured out long before i did 
means we think that candidate has won we project as much we're going to take a break here more on the 
other side stay tuned [Music] [Applause] [Music] and welcome back to fox news coverage of the 2006 
congressional elections i'm chris wallace at fox news election headquarters in new york brit hume is taking a 
brief break and he'll be back in a couple of moments we've been talking tonight about the headwinds 
republicans are facing because of negative feelings towards the president that is much less of a problem 
though in the key battleground state of tennessee in the state that george w bush won in 2000 you may 
remember against local boy al gore and again in 2004 the president's job approval rating is split right down 
the middle that is much stronger than it is in other states uh if you want a sense of how bitter the senate race 
is between republican 
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senate race is between republican bob corker from former mayor of chattanooga and democratic 
congressman harold ford two-thirds of voters say that congressman ford has made unfair attacks against his 
opponent but those same voters by an even larger margin say that former mayor corker has made unfair 
attacks against harold ford uh you may remember of course that there was that campaign commercial which 
featured the uh alleged playboy bunny saying harold call me and clearly a lot of people thought that was over 
the line race is also an issue in this campaign harold ford of course trying to become the first black senator 
from a southern state since reconstruction and more than nine black voters in 10 are supporting him corker 


leads among white voters but as you can see if we can pull that one up there it is by a much smaller margin 
28 percent of voters identify themselves as independents and they are almost evenly split between ford and 
corker but let's look at another area where corker holds a distinct advantage he leads among voters who say 
they attend church at least once a week by a margin of well you can see 15 points so in tennessee the 
general environment is much more positive for republicans than it has been in other states we've reported on 
tonight and it seems to be helping republican senate candidate bob corker brett chris thanks very much bill 
you had a thought about that tennessee race yeah chris is clearly right i think that tennessee seems to be a 
more pro bush state and in our telephone pole corker's running a little bit ahead of harold ford whereas in 
virginia for example where there's a little more doubt about president bush especially his conduct of the war i 
would say doubt from the hawkish side as well as from a dover side incidentally allen seems to be trailing 
web a little bit still bush is key in this election listen to this about a quarter of tennesseans strongly approve of 
president bush's job performance they're better than 90 to 10 for corker but 40 percent of tennesseans 
disapprove 
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but 40 percent of tennesseans disapprove strongly of president bush's performance they're 90 to 5 for harold 
ford somewhat approve of bush 82 to 15 for corker somewhat disapprove 60-34 for ford very high correlation 
between whether you strongly approve or disapprove of the president and whether you're voting for the 
republican or the democratic candidate further evidence of the extent to which this election has been 
nationalized unlike so many other uh midterm congressional races whether the president is not on the ticket 
he has in effect been on the ticket this year he's in effect been at the head of it in in in in race after race 
question is there any way that the president in the white house could have kept this race from being 
nationalized juan what do you think i think they could have i know well i think the president could have well 
he did try to stay at it to the extent that he was going to red states but look he's on the front page every time 
he talks about iraq every time he says something let me take a break just let me interrupt you for a second 
one because we have a call on a race we've all been watching we never had a lot of doubt about the 
outcome but we are now projecting that that bob casey the son of the former governor there will become the 
new senator from pennsylvania rick santorum a man who won many an election after coming from behind 
late this one proved to bridge too far senator elect bob casey we project by the end of the night that's not a 
big surprise but it is none nonetheless a noteworthy development in the course of this race and a pickup for 
the democrats obviously juan you're continuing well when he says that he's going to keep secretary of 
defense from spell when he says that vice president cheney who has been a strong advocate of the war is in 
place until the end of history he doesn't have any say that changes well i'm sure that he could appeal to uh 
vice president cheney if he's if he's so sought to when he makes the case that uh stay the course is now you 
know a little bit more flexibility all of that's front page news as opposed to saying look go out and look at your 
your candidate your republican candidate and make a judgment as to whether or not that's the person you 
want to continue one last point coming out of the poll this poll in tennessee indicated that if 
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this poll in tennessee indicated that if the control of the senate next year was critical to you very important 
you voted for harold ford if it's not at all important you voted for bob corker your thoughts on the santorum 
race mort if any uh well santorum was uh was figured to lose i'll bet uh that when the results are in that it's a 
by a much more larger margin than it was anticipated even in the polls it seems to be well that seems to be 
the pattern of things that that the democratic candidate is doing better than the final polls indicated which 
suggests that undecideds all split their their way incidentally on back to tennessee wait a minute we've got 
another call we're now able to make this in new jersey this a bit of a surprise because the race had been so 
close we now projected bob menendez the incumbent democrat will win out over tom kane jr who had given 
him a strong fight menendez troubled by an investigation that was said to be going on concerning some 
allegedly unethical transactions menendez of course denied wrongdoing the investigation had reached of 
course no conclusion but it was not the kind of thing you want going on during a campaign uh we project now 
with fox news that uh that bob menendez wins that that had been a hope for pickup although i don't recall 


that cain had been ahead in any recent poll nonetheless uh this obviously is not good news for the 
republicans to lose either one of these seats although they certainly as you were suggesting more expected 
to lose the santorum race right well and that menendez race is another indication i mean going into this the 
menendez had about 48 percent of the vote running in now he's got if we're right 52 percent which is a bump 
well that's just that's just the raw vote so far but if the if if that kind of result pans out all democrats are 
performing somewhat better than they did in the in the late polling the other point i was going to make about 
tennessee is as bill pointed out bush disapproval and approval correlates closely so does iraq war opposition 
and uh and and uh support uh with with the the ford and the corker just check the contacts sum up briefly 
now we now have 
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now we now have in the house really just a plus one don't we for the for the democrats because we we're not 
yet able to call very many of those house races in the senate we have what plus one plus one the santorum 
race menendez is a hold right so um a lot of early signs not that many concrete results uh can i add 
something about rick santorum who i i actually know pretty well you know the the phrase uh compassionate 
conservative has been thrown around president bush used it of course when he first ran for president in 2000 
rick santorum really is a compassionate conservative a conservative who really has a heart for the poor he's 
kind of a a big government conservative too because he wants government to do a great deal to lift people 
out of poverty he gave what i think is probably the best speech of the entire campaign one about warning 
about the threat of islamic fascism and he insisted on using that phrase islamic fascism a a warning about 
the threat that america faces uh that was as good as some of president bush's speeches have been on this 
subject rick santorum's was even better and was likened well he actually likened the warning he was giving 
to the one that winston churchill gave in the late 30s to the growing threat of nazis well is it fair to suggest 
that santorum was always kind of an upset winner when he when he when he got elected in the first place 
and when he was re-elected and that he was never particularly well matched given how conservative he was 
compassionate or not right to the state of pennsylvania he's more conservative than the state of 
pennsylvania and this time uh democrats uh picked out a a non-liberal uh to run against him bob casey jr and 
it worked there's some fascinating history here when when rick santorum won the first time in 1994 he he 
defeated harris wofford who was an appointed senator uh and the reason that he lost was that bob casey's 
father uh who was the governor of the state was a a pro-life conservative uh refused to endorse harris 
wofford and and the whole 


02:06:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=27SnATv2IRO&t=7560s 





and the whole uh kc machine was not put to work on behalf of harris wofford and it as a result santorum won 
that's okay so casey's son has now beat thank you more we've got to take a break we remind you we've just 
made two important calls santorum losing in pennsylvania to bob casey as we pointed out and menendez 
holding the democratic seat in new jersey stay [Music] [Applause] [Music] tuned [Music] and we're not able to 
call that race although you see the raw vote total show bob corker ahead of congressman harold ford for that 
seat in the senate seat in tennessee um that of course is the seat being vacated by bill frist and is one the 
republicans badly want to hold in addition we're not going to be able to tell you anything more than we have 
about the state of virginia where we show george allen slightly ahead there's a reason why we're not going to 
be able to call either those races sometimes you'll see us make calls and races whether raw vote have the 
person we think is going to win behind we're not able to do that in either of those races and michael barone 
who's down with our decision team knows why michael uh the reason brit is that the uh you know the range 
of the the margin of error in the uh in the vote estimate that comes from our exit poll is really wider than the 
uh than the indicated margin between these two candidates so uh we can't really be sure with sufficient 
confidence levels to justify making a call which is uh you know up to i think 99 percent confidence or more 
99.5 uh to do so uh when when when there's just too much possibility that the poll has 
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too much possibility that the poll has missed it by just enough to get the call wrong we have some overall 
problems with the poll too don't we in terms of the sample and and and the the apparent high likelihood of 
bias in it correct well that's right we've got a problem with you you always have a problem about getting your 
sample fully reported if you've got 65 or 90 sample points precincts that you're sampling in a particular state 
not all of them are going to be returned on time not all of them are going to report the third tranche of exit 
polls on time so there'll be some missing data and there are formulas and ways to deal with that but the fact 
is that you don't want to go too far out in a limb in addition uh we the people at the decision desk tell me that 
they believe that there's at least a six-point error statistical bias toward the democratic side in the sampling 
data that they're looking at in fact if you go back to the 1990 at least back to the 1992 exit polls what we've 
found is that the exit polls have always tended to overstate the democratic percentage uh by varying 
amounts they did so particularly in the high turnout years of 1992 and 2004 and there some indications that 
this might be at least in some states a high turnout area for an off high turnout year for an off year uh in 
2006. the late warren mitovsky was really the father of exit polling back at cbs and then with his own firm 
matovsky research which the firm still remains a partner in the edison mitovsky research poll went back after 
the 2000 exit poll and tried to track down where there was error where the exit poll reports from the 
interviewers did not match the actual vote in the precinct where they were sampling voters interestingly he 
found that the biggest sampling error was where the exit pollster was a female graduate student a young 
woman and all those errors tended to overstate the democratic vote at that precinct so 
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the democratic vote at that precinct so as a result uh edison matowski this time has attempted to hire fewer 
young interviewers and on the theory that for whatever reasons either the way they proceeded themselves or 
the response they were getting from voters uh was biasing the sample noted i mean more matovsky was a 
friend of mine and in fact i had lunch with him in mexico two days before the election there makes the point 
that a lot of americans you know half of americans won't take the exit poll when he did it in mexico and russia 
just about everybody wanted to fill out the exit poll form okay good thanks very much now harry reid the 
senate minority leader at least so far and chuck schumer are out and having something to say about how this 
is going as you can see senator schumer looks pretty happy let's listen we have one in ohio they've declared 
us the winners in ohio and pennsylvania and senator reid and i just spoke to bob menendez and new jersey 
is in our corner too [Applause] and we are right now biting our nails about virginia which is neck and neck but 
i've been told by someone pretty authoritative that a lot of the northern parts of virginia where we're going to 
do very well have not yet been counted so let us hope so let me just say we're not going to speak for too 
long here but we really care about taking our country back about giving about changing the course in iraq 
overseas about helping average people 
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about helping average people pay the bills the tuition bills and the prescription drug bills and the health care 
bills and the energy bills and that is why we are so passionate and so concerned about this election we want 
to thank all of you we're not breaking out the champagne bottles yet it's going to be a long night but all right 
well you get a sense of the mood at the democratic headquarters there in washington but uh you heard 
senator schumer say that the democrats had won that senate seat in ohio well what we've been trying to do 
here folks is to not call races before all the polls are closed you may not remember that we reported earlier 
that a judge had ordered some of those ohio polls kept open to benefit people who had been unable to vote 
when they showed up earlier and there was a delay in opening the polls but the overwhelming majority of 
those polls are closed and the margin is such now that we are able to have been for some time able to 
project sherrod brown the winner and if senator schumer hadn't put taken the toothpaste out of the tube we 
would have probably maintained our silence but the cat's out of the bag now that is a gain for the for the 
democrats over the uh incumbent republican senator mike dewine who really tried to be as as consonant as 
a republican can be with the with the state of ohio which while a red state is very much a mixed state he is in 
the category i think of republicans who can be considered collateral damage of a kind in this race it wasn't 
that they hated him so much it was that they wanted to register a protest and it seems tonight that in ohio 


they have that's a pickup as we've noted for the for the democrats out in ohio our colleague bill hammer has 
been poised to give us a word on how it's feeling out there bill now that we now that we know at least about 
one of those races out there what are you hearing yeah we're at sherwood brown headquarters here we 
have not seen the candidate we don't expect until sometime after 10 o'clock local time which by my watch 
spreads about an hour and 13 minutes from now 
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about an hour and 13 minutes from now here was the rub in ohio late tonight as the polls were closing 
democrats went to a judge that they were granted this injunction that allowed 16 polling stations to stay open 
an extra 90 minutes one of the most ironic things we've heard about all day brit frankly so often we hear 
about disenfranchised voters from poor white americans or poor african-americans this was the eastern part 
of cuyahoga county which encompasses shaker heights ohio which is one of the richest places you will find 
in the country and as a matter of fact one of the richest places you'll find in the entire world the area of 
shaker heights those voters said to be disenfranchised the voter the judge rather rules to the democratic 
party and keeps them open to an extra 90 minutes now state law says the counties cannot report the results 
to the secretary of state's office and columbus ohio the capital until the polls are closed that would mean 
we're 13 minutes away from some of those numbers coming out brit but chuck schumer's you say let the lid 
off that one we will see sherrod brown here sometime tonight and so many of us analyzed that senate race 
saying mike dewine had fallen behind in the month of october and all this polling that was taking place by no 
fault of his own either there was a poison atmosphere here in the buckeye state it was started through 
corruption by the outgoing governor bob taft who about a year ago had to stand before a judge and plead 
guilty to four misdemeanors including taking tickets for sporting events that he never reported bob taft goes 
out the corruption charge follows him in addition bob nay resigning his position caught up in the jack 
abramoff scandal too really worked against mike dewine and it was projected to go against him and appears 
to have done just that tonight here in ohio britt all right bill thanks very much we're going to take a brief break 
here much more to come when we come back stay with us [Music] 
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[Music] ever on the lookout for new and useful pieces of technology we here at fox news have tried to do 
what the nfl has done and what what john madden has mastered and that is the kind of a screen where you 
can actually show some of the action illustrated and we have turned the job over to bill crystal who can show 
us how this device will be used to show you how things are changing in the senate first bill i think brit this 
device is officially called the telestrator but i'm going to call it i'm going to call it a gizmo i'll give it a go but i 
consider myself madden i consider myself the john madden of this group all right okay let's look at this edit 
here um there were two democratic seats maryland and new jersey that looked as if they would wait and 
change this year okay there we go new jersey and maryland that looked possible for the republicans we 
have called new jersey as a democratic hold and we have called ohio and pennsylvania as democratic 
pickups two republican incumbents knocked off in ohio and pennsylvania the democrats now would need to 
hold maryland which we consider still too close to call between steel and cardin and win four more seats to 
win control of the senate the four most likely are virginia which is neck and neck missouri which is closed i 
haven't seen much vote on yet rhode island which closes at nine in montana which also i think closes at nine 
and so we will we will know fairly soon i assume what's happening in virginia maybe then missouri then we 
need to watch rhode island and montana that would be six and if they hold maryland they would win the 
senate all right and it sounded as if just listening to senator schumer who was radiating exuberance i think 
it's fair to say although he was saying some cautious things but he seemed to think that it's going to be a 
while before we'll be able to know uh for sure that the senate has has changed hands if it does if it does 
because maryland is up in the air and that could go the other way that would be a big gain this is looking 
more like a john madden thing i think here that would be key for the republicans if they could knock off a 
democrat pick up a democratic seat in maryland the other two seats that we judged at least possibly in play 
that could go the other way from republicans to democrats 
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other way from republicans to democrats are tennessee and arizona which was closing near the end that 
would be a surprise but that would be a very bad night so they're going to have to want what four out of the 
six outstanding and hold maryland right they need to win yes they need to hold maryland exactly this one 
here and win four of the six and the four most likely again virginia missouri rhode island montana right so the 
republicans if george allen can hang on and they win tennessee right in arizona where kyle although he was 
a lot closer than republicans wanted was ahead the republicans could hold the senate yeah i don't think we 
know yet we have any censorship i think we're winning we've got a long way to go absolutely absolutely we 
have a lot we have a long way to go but uh it's worth noting that the conventional wisdom has been for 
months that maybe maybe the uh democrats would take over the house but there was no way that they were 
going to go because that wasn't a conventional wisdom of recently well just at the very at the very end it 
became possible to see how they could pick up six seats but most commentators were saying that it was 
going to be four maybe three or something like that and uh now it's beginning to to be quite possible that 
they're going to take over the senate as well as the house brad what has been yeah i didn't predict it bill did 
predict it so larry larry sabato predicted many people have so but that was a myth that no no no no it was not 
an offer believe me it was not a myth it was it was it everybody practically everybody was saying two weeks 
ago that yes the house was going to go but the senate looked like they could hold on to it i'm not saying that 
they can't but um but every democrat in the democrats every single democrat i talked to in recent months 
said they'd win the house and the senate uh no i that that's just not so i mean you know what the democrat's 
friend talked to said i talked to some pretty weird democrats i know i work with fred every day you can see 
those democrats he gets on the phone but i mean if if what if the prospects hold and we see corker 
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hold and we see corker prevail in tennessee it really is tough for the democrats to do it so it would require 
you know that webb would win in virginia right it would require that not only ohio and pennsylvania go uh but 
rhode island uh that that montana fit in missouri so i mean that's that maturity that we talked about wave 
elections that's that's a tsunami i mean if what you're describing comes to pass all right we're waiting here as 
we discuss all this for nine o'clock to roll around which it will in about a minute and 45 seconds here and uh 
at that point a bunch of pull the poles are going to close in a bunch of places and we may well be ina 
position to call some of these races there you see on that board there the long list of states now you're now 
we're out into the midwest and in the southwest a bit um where polls are going to be closing and we'll be able 
to tell you a little bit more about the shape of this race we are restrained we should we should say here by 
the fact that the exit poll data is suspect once again it may turn out to be okay but it was looking like it had a 
very distinct once again a distinct bias toward the democrats which burned us in in 2000 and burned us a 
little bit in 2002 and really fried us in 2004 where a lot of us went into election night 2004 as the polls are 
beginning to close believing as john kerry himself believed that he had won the election in fact his campaign 
manager bob strom turned to him and said it is now famously known may i be the first to call you mr 
president well he became the first and as it turned out almost the last because because he didn't become the 
president and um and and he's maybe running again but uh anyway we're worried about the exit polls once 
again we're trying to extrapolate data from them as best we can we're scratching our heads over them and 
trying to use them as best we can in the meantime we're relying on the raw vote totals which are coming in 
as well vote totals do in a somewhat sporadic in in in a way that doesn't always afford us the kind of specific 
data we need 
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us the kind of specific data we need upon which to indicate who's won racist sometimes you can do it right 
after the polls close and not very close races and they'll be presumably some of those coming up at nine 
o'clock so we're watching for the nine o'clock hour to roll around and we'll take a look at the states as we 
where we can at least make some calls so here we come nine o'clock this is uh a race where the republicans 
thought for a long time they had a chance mark kennedy there but the democratic candidate was it amy 


klobuchar's had her name yeah uh was has been favored to win on almost all cards of late and was certainly 
expected to do so new york senate no surprise there hillary clinton overwhelming favorite to win a huge lead 
in the polls she's won in michigan uh what is this texas senate oh i'm sorry i can't see that very well k billy 
hutchison overwhelmingly favored to win and has done so in fact she was overwhelmingly favored that some 
republicans were mad at her for not donating more of her campaign money which we felt she didn't really 
need to other republican candidates who they thought could could use it more than she did now north dakota 
u.s senate this is ken conrad he's been a senior member on the budget committee and well known to those 
who cover washington he is not it was not thought to be in any trouble and he's not he wins re-election new 
mexico uh jeff bingaman been around a long time was overwhelmingly favored to win he has won and 
wyoming the senate race there this is uh this was is no surprise that craig thomas who is a conservative as 
you might imagine from the state of wyoming was going to be reelected he didn't have a close race and as 
you can see he's won it here's wisconsin um herb cole um he was not in trouble he's won we wish we had 
the ability to tell you the missouri now this is one of course we're all dying to know about uh only you know a 
small fraction of precincts are in even as we speak the polls have been closed there for a while and it's the 
race is way too close to 
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and it's the race is way too close to call this will be a late one we fear and in tennessee is a somewhat similar 
situation uh 10 of the polls are closed we're not trusting our exit poll sample there and although bob corker 
appears to have a sizable lead as we only a fraction of the vote is in and that could still go either way 
connecticut senate this is a similar situation ned lamont has been well behind running against joe lieberman 
who is an incumbent democrat running as an independent the republican schlesinger has not been a factor 
in the race as you can see at 10 he apparently still is not but we're not able to make a call there and may not 
be able to for some time similar situation the state of virginia we'd love to be able to tell you something about 
how that's going to come out 65 percent of the precincts are in but we still can't make a call allen is leading 
by what 16 000 votes that's not enough in a state of that size to make a call and and across the potomac 
river in maryland uh we have very little in uh there and uh and and and the the uh lieutenant governor 
michael steele and and still too close to calling his race with the congressman ben cardin chaffee white 
house close race got very close at the end white house was thought to have a lead they are in this almost 
indistinguishable on the issues this is a state in which you said you're an endangered species if you got an r 
by your name and chaffey did have an r by his name and he has been endangered although he was thought 
to be making a late surge and as late surges peter out don't amount to much sometimes they end up being 
the momentum that carries into election day in the state of rhode island we don't yet Know which we wish we 
did but we don't so we'll ask you to bear with us folks as we as we go through uh this long list of now we got 
polls closed in a whole bunch of states now uh bill let's go back to that board you have there the uh what we 
call the power play board and this review once again we've seen two democratic pickups in the senate ohio 
and pennsylvania neither of them are surprised everything else that's out there still 
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everything else that's out there still too close to call out of the group on the right the republic the democrats 
would need to gain a net of four more and if they lose maryland which is in the realm of possibility they need 
to win five out of six so they still have some work to do uh in the senate senator schumer you saw exuberant 
earlier and how well it's going so far but nonetheless a lot is still out there we're not going to know for a while 
right and we really won't know for a while virginia looks very close on the real vote i'm sure we won't call that 
until we get another you know huge chunk of vote in missouri we have almost no vote yet and that one looks 
close rhode island just closed and montana doesn't close till 10 o'clock and it looks very likely that control of 
the senate could well hinge on montana so even without surprises in maryland arizona or even if corker 
hangs onto tennessee we'll be waiting i think on montana and missouri probably pretty late into the evening 
well it's interesting to get the sense we got some of it from senator schumer there with senator reid 
democratic national chairman howard dean is out and has been doing some interviews and my colleague 
chris wallace is in touch with him now and in a position to talk to him chris thank you brett we do want to 


bring in the former governor of vermont and the chairman of the democratic national committee governor 
dean governor dean good evening to you sir chris thanks for having me on uh as you've seen we have called 
so far two pickups in the senate ohio and pennsylvania democratic pickups of republican seats we have so 
far one pickup of a house seat in indiana are you seeing more gains than that no we're we're being very 
conservative if i may say so on a conservative station um and very careful because as your commentators 
had said everybody's been burned by exit polls before we're optimistic because the turnout is so big and 
when two-thirds of the american people want to go in a different direction that's a good thing for the country 
and it's also a good thing for the party out of power that offers a different direction but about i agree with you i 
think it's going to be a late night and it could come down to montana or missouri let me ask you 
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missouri let me ask you about because if it is a democratic victory people are going to be wondering what it's 
a victory for some people are saying it's an ideological victory on the other hand a number of your candidates 
for instance bob casey uh the senate uh apparently victorious on a candidate in pennsylvania quite a 
moderate for a democrat is this a party victory or an ideological victory uh it's uh i think it's a victory for a new 
direction uh to be honest with you i don't think it's uh part of it's about the party but i think that what's 
happened over the last few years is that the republicans have lost touch with the american people they the 
iraq is of course a big issue corruption it turns out is a huge issue today in the exit polls it's an issue that 
we've been harping on for a while and there's just been an awful lot of it there's i think four or five republican 
congressmen that had to resign including the majority leader um and the other of course issue is the 
economy it was an issue that was very frustrating to the president because the corporate earnings are up the 
dow jones is up but that's fine for the top 20 percent of the president's tax cuts were aimed at the top 20 
percent the rest of the 80 percent have got some real worries about the economy the republicans have cut 
the ways that middle class and working class kids get to college will people know that that's the ticket to get 
out of uh their economic situation so i think those are the three real pillars iraq economy and the corruption 
issue but let me ask you because you said you Say it's a mandate or a vote for a new direction that obviously 
is a pretty broad theme when you Say in the economic area is that a mandate to raise taxes on the rich in 
iraq is ita mandate for a quicker pull out from iraq well i think the the answer to your first question is probably 
not a mandate to raise taxes on the rich i think it's a mandate to make middle class to create tax fairness for 
middle class people that the upper folks have gotten the big tax break but middle class people haven't gotten 
anything in fact they've had some programs that they really rely on cut that's that's problem number one in 
iraq i do think it's a mandate to do something different in iraq the president made a big deal of staying the 
course that's not what people want to do people want to get out of iraq they actually 
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want to get out of iraq they actually want to do what most democrats want to do no democrats are going to 
rush for the exits in iraq we need to stabilize the situation and then leave but we need to leave and we need 
a plan to leave and i think you'll see one coming forward now you have taken some heat even within the 
democratic party on your your 50 state strategy that you can no longer be competitive just in blue states but 
you have to have a presence a real competitive presence around the country when you see democrats 
tonight uh very competitive in virginia competitive although maybe at this point trailing in tennessee and 
certainly competitive in montana do you see that as in some sense uh an embracing a vindication of your 50 
state strategy look i think there's plenty of credit to go around look uh uh emanuel and schumer and pelosi 
and reid did a great job recruiting really good candidates they raised a ton of money and poured it into 
advertising but it is true that we expect to do well in in red states and you've mentioned the senate races i 
believe we're going to pick up the governorship in colorado we could pick up the governorship in nevada 
we're going to pick up one or two or maybe even three seats in arizona in the congress so the answer is the 
democratic party has begun to start the long overdue process of reaching out to people in states that we 
haven't done so well in for a while and haven't even had a presence in for a while now we do have a 
presence in all these states uh and so we've got a ways to go look we can't undo what's happened to us over 
the last 12 years and just one election cycle but we're going to build on this win or lose tonight and i don't 


know if we're going to win or lose but win or lose tonight we're going back to work tomorrow and continue 
what we're doing and reaching out to every single american one of the things that nancy pelosi has said in 
addition to raising the minimum wage and passing an ethics bill is that we're going to be civil again we're 
going to reach out to everybody unlike the bush administration who seemed to think they were only president 
of half the country everybody is our boss including those people who didn't vote for us and i think it's 
respectful to ask them for their votes we know we're not going to get some of those votes early on but if you 
keep asking and keep and keep 
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but if you keep asking and keep and keep reaching out then i think we will become the majority party in a 
more sustained way governor dean we want to thank you so much for coming on fox news uh we'll be 
watching the returns for the rest of the night along with you britt back to you all right chris thanks for you and 
thanks to governor dean megan kendall is standing by with some further award on governorships megan hey 
there yeah you heard howard dean say the democrats are looking to pick up some states on in terms of their 
party and it turns out they have done it they've held on to a few states and picked up a few as well first out of 
arizona we are now projecting that governor janet napolitano is the winner there beating out her republican 
her republican and independent challenges in wyoming you see it there governor freudenthal it appears has 
won over his democratic challenger ray hunkins in texas fox news projecting the republican governor rick 
perry has prevailed not only over chris bell who you see there but over the independent kinky friedman 
whose campaign slogan was why the hell not in new york fox news projecting that eliot spitzer has won as 
expected over republican fazo this is not a surprise but it is a turnover this of course a state that was 
governed governed by a republican uh george pataki he now stepping down in new mexico fox news 
projecting a win for bill richardson not a surprise the democrat over his challenger john dendall in nebraska 
fox is projecting a win by visiting governor heineman the republican over david hahn in ohio as you've been 
discussing fox news has projected a win for ted strickland over ken blackwell this will be the first time in 20 
years a democrat has sat in the oakland in the ohio governor's seat and in oklahoma you see it there a 
democrat brad henry the governor prevailing over ernest istook so in all right there the most exciting news 
was the ohio win of course for ted strickland that fox news is projected and new york those are two turnovers 
from red to blue if you include massachusetts as well that's yet another state in which there was a republican 
governor mitt romney that now fox news is projecting will turn blue deval patrick is the projected 
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blue deval patrick is the projected winner in that state as we announced earlier so there you have it brett at 
least three major uh state turnovers from red to blue tonight but correct me if i'm wrong none of those is 
actually a surprise right these are basically the expected not a one all those democrats were polling at least 
double points ahead of their challenges all right megan kendall great as always thank you very much we're 
going to take a brief break here back with more in a [Music] moment we are now projecting that senator 
lieberman will be re-elected as an independent now that's going down on this we've got a little gizmo on 
there that says it's a game well it's a game if you believe that the independent caucus in the senate will now 
have one more member than it had before presumably you'd also believe that that bernie sanders and joe 
lieberman would get together to be the independent caucus but lieberman has said he will he will caucus 
with the democrats as everybody expects he will so this is really not a gain for the independence or a loss 
from the democrats and republicans it is a hold of a seat held by a democrat although he has been a 
particularly interesting kind of democrat one who not so many months ago when he lost his party's 
nomination for senate based largely on a protest vote against the war in favor of ned lamont uh so uh that is 
something we're looking at uh didn't ex we didn't expect that to change and it didn't change in the meantime 
my colleague chris wallace has been joined by another guest the counterpart of howard dean ken melman 
chris exactly right brett in the air in the interest of being fair and balanced as always we bring in the chairman 
of the republican national committee ken mellman and mr melvin good evening thanks for having me i 
appreciate it uh we as i said with howard dean at this point we have show two senate seat pickups for the 


democrats in ohio and pennsylvania one house pickup in indiana do you see anything more out there 
switching from either republican to democrat or democrat to republican well it's very interesting right now if 
you look around the country there are a number of different races that appear to 


02:36:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=27SnATv2IRO&t=9360s 





number of different races that appear to be telling different signals uh there's some evidence in maryland that 
michael steele did historically well in the african-american community they'll not only be important in that race 
it'll be important potentially nationally the virginia number is incredibly close if you look what's interesting a 
significant portion of northern virginia is in allen appears to be holding on and north is in a very tough race on 
the other hand jeff davis uh is in a place right now a lot of people expected that to be the closest race in 
kentucky and he's winning big time he may have already declared victory so what we really are looking at we 
projected about 30 races that would be very close a lot of it looks like it's a race by race decision which 
means if you've got viewers watching where the polls are still open it's very important they go out and vote so 
you're not prepared at this point to say that you're going to lose the house let alone the senate absolutely not 
what's interesting to me right now if you look at the data is virginia's very close maryland's very close 
missouri looks very close not a lot of data back from montana and all of those are indicative of what's going 
to be as we predicted a very long and interesting evening so what i would say to folks is grab a bag of 
pretzels grab a cold one it's going to be a long evening governor dean said that he thinks that this election 
shows already a mandate for change especially on iraq policy especially on economic policy your response i 
think governor dean would have that finding no matter what the results were tonight let's see what the people 
say let's see what the voters say obviously i think no matter what the outcome there are areas where we can 
work together in a bipartisan basis i've always believed no matter what the election when you win big or 
whatever happens it's always important to look in the mirror and say what do we do better how do we do a 
better job but to declare based on some early numbers when particularly as many districts appear close as 
this one that there's some kind of national trend i think is premature let me ask you though because you just 
brought up an area where you do agree with governor dean he talked about a desire among the public for a 
new civility for the parties working more closely together than they have in the past 
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together than they have in the past are the republicans and especially is the bush white house willing to take 
up that side of the bargain on that area absolutely and i think if you look over the period some of the most 
important reforms we've made have been bipartisan whether it's the education reform the first piece of 
legislation the president put forward legislation like the patriot act the war in iraq was bipartisan people on 
both sides recognized the threat that saddam hussein posed you look at the tax relief that was bipartisan 
litigation reform has been bipartisan the energy reform has been bipartisan i absolutely believe there's an 
opportunity i hope if mr dean is serious about what he's saying then he'll recognize that when people 
disagree with him they may not be brain dead they may not be people that are worth hating but rather simply 
people who are good people which i think about him who just happen to disagree on the issues you know it's 
interesting i certainly agree with you that the exit polls indicate a lot of these races are too close to call but in 
the most of the states that we have looked at there is a majority that seems to disapprove of the way the 
president is handling his job and a majority disapproves of the war in iraq how much headwind has that 
created for republican candidates in this election again i think we need to look at the specific races there'll be 
plenty of time to analyze that kind of data look the president has made clear that this war in iraq is very 
frustrating to him and it's to millions of americans frustrating it's very hard to face an enemy that is a 
movement as opposed to a nation because a movement is much harder to defeat when you decapitate the 
military leadership of a nation then you eliminate command and control when an enemy can figure out how to 
build an ied or recruit new terrorists on a website it's much harder to deal with and that's why we have to 
constantly evolve constantly adjust and the fact that people on both sides of the owls are going to 
recommend ways to do that is a good thing for america finally there was a lot of talk before the election about 
the vaunted 72-hour program the amazing rove melman get out the vote operation how have you done so far 
tonight uh in 
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how have you done so far tonight uh in terms of that and do you have any excuses did anything go wrong in 
your get out the vote effort i'm sure there are things that on the 72 hour we can do better after the 04 election 
chris we did an incredibly intensive after action review and figured out how we would do better i'll tell you this 
we know this millions of people around the country made tens of millions of calls to help turn the vote out we 
saw a level of absentee ballot and early voting in a number of states that could end up saving seats in 
kentucky in florida in arizona in tennessee in virginia in a number of these states our numbers in absentee 
and early voting exceeded our numbers in the population so i think there's a huge opportunity both to look at 
how we can do it better but once again what this proves is the power of people it proves that neighbors 
gawking to neighbors is an incredibly effective way even in a tough environment like this to help spread the 
word ken mellman we want to thank you so much for coming on we'll see how the world turns as the evening 
continues we'll talk to you later thanks so much britt back to you okay uh you know we've heard from both 
the chairman um both of them being very calm and cautious senator i mean ken millman seeming um well he 
had a lot of smiles howard dean was being i think deliberately very subdued um i think however he'd be less 
subdued if he saw this which is we are now going to project that although he's trailing now with only a little bit 
of vote in that that the congressman ben cardin will hold that maryland seat which has been a democratic 
seat for the democrats over his challenger the lieutenant governor michael steele who ran what i think most 
people consider to be was a quite effective campaign and an awfully tough year for a republican challenger 
in the state as blue as the state of maryland is so that is a important development um one of the first big well 
not i won't call it a surprise but it is one of the first drill toss-up races that uh the really close ones that we've 
been able to call we're going to take a break here we'll back with more on the other side stay tuned 
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[Music] you decide 2006 election night not a lot of surprises so far tonight folks but a couple of important 
results we have been able to call the state of maryland not for the uh for the to the democrats for ben cardin 
the congressman running to succeed paul sarbanes longtime democratic senator from the state of maryland 
it had been thought that michael steele the republican lieutenant governor might have had a real shot at 
picking up that seat which would have been an extraordinary political achievement in a year that his that is 
so lean toward the democrats he did not however and we were projecting ben cardin the winner we've also 
called connecticut for joe lieberman no surprise there in the meantime let's check in with michael barone 
down by our decision desk for some further word on his thinking michael well uh brett i'm here to talk to you 
about the decision desk people have uh have made a determination that we are not going to be relying on 
exit poll information anymore in projecting the race uh what they've done is uh through the emr organization 
they've gone back and looked at the actual returns in the precincts where the samples of exiting voters were 
taken by interviewers what they found was a six to eight point democratic bias that is to say the exit poll 
turned out to be six to eight percent more democratic than did the vote in the actual precinct uh when that 
vote was tallied so um and sometimes the error is a little more sometimes the error is a little less they felt 
these numbers uh were unreliable enough that we're not going to deal with them we're going to be looking at 
the tabulated vote and making assessments they're from all right michael thank you um we're keeping an 
eye here of course on not only the calls that we're making but the calls that some others are making as well 
and we had a couple we can make right now let's let's take a look here first of all indiana we're now 
projecting that the democrat there will win that race so that's 
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there will win that race so that's incumbent uh congressman chris ciccola who had been able to succeed 
there this is a race that the republicans very much thought that they would be able to win joe donnelly i 
believe his name is who has won that race now that is a net gain of one further for the democrat and in and 
in kentucky we're also making a projection there that anne northup after a number of years in a in a blue 
district will not be reelected that the democrat or her democratic challenger there has won and this now gives 
us a little more to talk about in terms of the direction of things than the house of representatives bill as we 


look at this now in the house i think it's fair to say that we're beginning to see the early outlines of what could 
be a trend we are and it's happening where people expected it to happen indiana kentucky and orthopedic 
district which carrie carried uh in a tight race ohio fred wrote of excellent feasts lively standard and what they 
call what they were calling a couple of weeks ago the possible blowout belt you invented that term i don't 
know i did yes i did okay looking along the screen now bill you can see now that if you project the net the 
loss of three of the republicans the house if they had to seat it tonight would be uh the new house would be 
229 to 205 a long way to go but you can see it's already we can see there at least graphically um what a 
difference it makes one independent still sitting there but i think you know there will be more than three 
there's no question i mean we've seen the beginning of it and we just don't know how big it will be a lot will 
depend on what happens out west i mean there's a lot of seats about 20 25 seats in the ohio pennsylvania 
indiana connecticut belt that fred dubbed the blowout belt that a good chunk of those could go democratic 
then there are random sort of seats uh in arizona and uh elsewhere wyoming's uh open uh one that large 
seat if those start to go then we're talking you know five or four and the other thing is because you know 
we're waiting we'll be looking for results in in new york state right where there are some endangered 
republicans there and where the word that was being heard 
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and where the word that was being heard major garrett was picking up soundings from some republican 
sources who were saying that hillary clinton's get out the vote operation for a race that she was in no danger 
of losing seem to be making a difference in the turnout for other races there which of course could only help 
the democrats britain if you add in pennsylvania where republicans may lose three seats new york where 
they could lose anywhere from one to five but probably something like one or two and then we don't know 
the three endangered connecticut house seats right uh three republican seats all in jeopardy of losing so i 
think republican democrats have it's almost i mean it's a a chip shot to win the house in addition to which uh 
there's ohio where uh the the bob naysid i believe is already gone uh that uh that open seat we've got steve 
it's gone because you think it's gonna go we haven't called it well if we haven't called it uh uh the the 
democrats were that both parties were saying that they thought that the nay seat was going to go beforehand 
and it and it probably is then you have you have actually three other seats in ohio that are vulnerable 
including gene schmidt uh who was the person who criticized jack murtha after he came out with this this uh 
proposal to withdraw from uh begin iraq iraq withdrawals and she on the floor read a letter uh accusing him 
of uh of a cowardice from from another marine and uh uh earned uh uh had to had to apologize taken down 
as they say exactly where you have to basically have to formally eat your word that is a very very republican 
district that she's in and she's and she's in trouble too so there could be a four-seat loss in ohio that would be 
there yeah this this afternoon i was talking to republicans here's their their take was look you know what that 
northeast that howard dean and others were counting on as their stronghold in an attempt to take over the 
house they saw that that was fading they thought there was a chance that republicans would hold on people 
like christie's in connecticut uh but what we're seeing early on indicates that in the republican area where you 
know republicans should have done better in 
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republicans should have done better in indiana should have done better with northrop you would think in 
kentucky that it's the republicans who are on the on the rope at this moment and again it looks like this is the 
start of what will push towards a democratic and we have one more call we're able to make this in rhode 
island where link chaffey the incumbent republican has lost we project to the democratic candidate sheldon 
whitehouse two men whose views are virtually indistinguishable but nonetheless uh in a state like rhode 
island in a year like this with an r next to your name you're endangered and so chaffey proved to be 
endangered we're going to take a brief break we're going to take a look at how this alters the uh the structure 
in terms of who's up who's down in the s in the house and in the senate when we come back stay tuned 
[Music] let's turn quickly to my colleague megan kendall for more on the governor's races megan hi there 
brett yeah we have a couple of interesting updates for you now the first one out of wisconsin this is fox news 
is projecting a democratic hold you can see the governor jim doyle we are projecting now has prevailed over 


his challenger mark green this was a tight race this one was one of the toss-ups according to the experts the 
republicans very much wanted to capture this seat from the incumbent fox news now projecting they have 
failed to do so the governor jim doyle holding on in south carolina fox news projecting now governor mark 
sanford uh has prevailed over democratic challenger tommy moore of course we pointed out earlier un mark 
sanford had trouble voting today he also brit burned his eyes on television lights yesterday burning his 
cornea so governor sanford if you're listening fox news projecting good news for you tonight in vermont 
governor jim douglas the republican at fox news projecting has prevailed over his democratic challenger 
scudder parker this too not really a big surprise where he was expected to hold this day and finally in maine 
fox is projecting that governor john baldacci has prevailed over his republican challenger chandler woodcock 
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republican challenger chandler woodcock that again not a surprise although woodcock quite conservative in 
maine had the support of the two more moderate republican senators didn't manage to pull it out there again 
not a huge surprise so that's the latest from here bret on the governor's races all right megan thanks very 
much let me turn to my colleague bill crystal now who can show us graphically at least what has happened in 
terms of the senate bill uh well brit if i'm not mistaken there were 15 democratic seats up this year and they 
have held them all no democratic seat will go republican and maryland is the last one we've called so 
maryland new jersey were the two that seemed at risk they are staying democratic there were 18 republican 
seats up this year so far with calling rhode island three republican incumbents let me just do this correctly 
here so ican move this little guy over here there we go three republican incumbents have lost chaffey in 
rhode island dwight in ohio santorum and pennsylvania three republican incumbents next at risk would seem 
to be allen and virginia but that race seems just dead even as we see the popular vote accumulate that was 
another one where the original exopole seemed to be the way it doesn't look like it's going to be a late night 
on that could be a late night in virginia missouri early count looks very close in montana the polls haven't 
even closed tennessee which has been a close race uh corker seems to have a lead in the raw vote but no 
one's calling that either so the democrats need three more seats they've held all their seats virginia so far 
held all their seats so far and none of the others were started in danger we got in fact we're in a position now 
to call a couple of the races there are no surprises in either of these um first let's look at what we got here 
first we've got there you go michigan debbie stabenow re-elected over uh now that's a candidate that was 
thought to be making a late charge now that pay no attention to that margin there that's just based on the 
tabulation it's in so far but debbie stabenow a winner there she's a was a first termer so this is and in 
delaware this is no great surprise either that that tom carper the incumbent there has 
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that tom carper the incumbent there has won out as well he was never in uh thought to be in any jeopardy he 
a winner as well that that furthers however bill you're a theme that democrats do not appear tonight to be on 
the verge of losing a single seat they now hold to a republican which means that republicans are going to 
have to hang on like crazy to what they need two or three of the remaining uh the five that are still out there 
that were thought to be the closest let's go to that board again if we can of the five that still five republican 
seats that are at risk the democrats need to win three to take the whoever wins three controls the senate 
okay three out of five three out of five three out of five tennessee arizona montana missouri virginia and that 
will be i think the big story of tonight because the democrats look likely well look as if they're going to win the 
house the margin is a question they have looked for some days as if they were going to win the house in fact 
this morning i looked at all the projections of you know five of the major prognosticators including our own 
michael veron and our own robert novak and every single one of them had by one degree or another the 
republicans getting control of the house they were all over the place on the senate anywhere from two to 
seven or eight so this may be why the republicans still think they have potentially something to cheer about 
tonight it might be considered a very major kind of a moral victory and a major hold if they can keep the 
senate let's go down to the white house and see what the sentiment is there tonight from my colleague our 
chief white house correspondent bret baer hi brett hi brett the president the first lady and his chief political 
adviser karl rove watching the returns in the white house resident tonight you'll not be surprised to hear that 


senior bush aides say the mood is generally upbeat they believe the exit polls reminded them of 2004 and 
that they were out of line however that was before the latest calls senior aides were really watching that 
indiana race that house race chris chicola that you just called for joe donnelly they were watching that race 
as well as a number of other house races the president went on a 11 state tour over the past nine days trying 
to rally the base and two of the 
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trying to rally the base and two of the places that he thought republicans in the white house believes 
republicans still have a chance to pick up democrat seats are in georgia georgia 12 former congressman 
max burns against john barrow that race they are watching very closely and i think we might have the current 
numbers still too close to call but there you have 55 percent 45 percent the other race in georgia is georgia 8 
mack collins against representative jim marshall again that is another race that the white house is watching 
possibly a republican pick up but there you see again too close to call 50 each the white house as far as the 
senate calls saying that nothing is too shocking yet but that again was before the maryland call was made so 
they're watching cautiously i can tell you senior staff just ordered chicken tenders they think it's going to be a 
long night okay maybe some coffee as well all right brett thanks very much um so um we're going to check in 
now to see what is being said about all this in the blogosphere with our with our colleague michelle how are 
you doing tell us what you got doing good here brett and the blogosphere which uh really made a name for 
itself challenging the mainstream media is reporting you remember rather gate and a lot of the blogs for your 
coverage during the 2004 election campaign uh is not uh resting on its laurels and of course tonight you've 
got a lot of grievances mostly from the right side of the blogosphere over the leak of exit polls and also the 
what what they consider the premature calling of a lot of these races at newsbusters.org which is one of the 
leading mainstream media critic blogs they've been highlighting the early calls in pennsylvania you've also 
got an alliance of bloggers in ohio who have pointed out that there was at least one polling location that was 
still open at the time that the race was 
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still open at the time that the race was called so you'll be hearing a lot of of grievances on on that front on 
another note it's interesting that after harry reid appeared with charlie schumer and we showed it here on fox 
news over the past hour that you have a lot of fissures between liberal bloggers and the democrat party now 
showing those cracks are really coming to the fore particularly after the loss of ned lamont who is really the 
first youtube candidate a blogger supported candidate who lost and there's a lot of cannibalism now within 
the democrat party and among liberals over that and we're seeing that in the blogosphere brit okay michelle 
that's interesting i suppose before the night is over we may come in some criticism because uh we called the 
race in ohio while there were still some polls open by court order out there uh only what 16 or so but uh i 
suppose i could bring us in for some criticism from the people at newsbusters or probably somewhere else 
as well we have a call we're now going to make in a house race in florida now this is a this this is a the 
buchanan is the republican we project he was thought to be in some difficulty there we thought he might 
that's florida 13 but it appears that we are now projecting that he will win that race which is um which is aa 
hold for a republican in one of those places where on a big night for the democrats he might have gone so uh 
that is now i mean i'm correct that we are calling this correct okay i just didn't see the fatal check mark so i'll 
look forward to seeing that appear on the screen we're going to take a break maybe we can get our check 
mark up in the meantime stay tuned welcome back folks and we continue with our coverage now of some 
more governors races coming in by the minute fox news is out now able 
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by the minute fox news is out now able to project a winner in the state of michigan it looks like governor 
jennifer granville will hold on to her seat beating back a challenge by dick devos this is one the republicans 
really wanted didn't know if they could win but were giving it the old college try and in maryland huge news 
fox news projecting that the governor bob ehrlich the republican governor has been ousted that baltimore 


mayor mayor o'malley has won that seat and o'malley will head from baltimore now becoming the governor 
the 61st governor of the state of maryland that is a big one in the state of kansas fox news projecting that 
governor kathleen sebelius will hold her seat beating back a challenge from republican jim barnett not a huge 
surprise there illegal immigration an issue in that race and finally fox news is projecting in alabama a win for 
governor bob reilly over his democratic challenger that too not a big surprise but of course the big news now 
in this hour is the win in maryland for governor or for mayor o'malley it's interesting because the sitting 
governor bob burlik had said he's a republican that if lieutenant governor michael steele lost his bid for the 
senate he would go down as well ehrlich would go down as well as it turns out his prediction was correct fox 
news has predicted both of those men have lost their races on this tuesday night brit okay megan thanks 
very much worth commenting this ehrlich race uh ehrlich was a republican in a democratic state but it had 
been thought i think widely thought that he had been a an effective and successful governor he's an 
attractive guy youthful guy is this just a case of having the wrong the wrong letter next to his name largely 
collateral damage he had very good approval ratings uh over 60 percent he even got the washington post 
endorsement which means a lot in the in the suburbs he was very appealing he's pro-choice or at least not 
uh not not yeah yes i guess he defined himself as pro-choices pro-stem cell research unlike michael steele 
and had it had some appeal in the uh in the close-in suburbs uh but it wasn't enough it's this is just 
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enough it's this is just now is it fair to say that this is i mean you know we always say that the house races 
tend to be in senate races as well and then off your elections particularly house raises tend to be settled on 
local issues um is this is this where is it got so this whole overall race got so nationalized that that we can 
say that bob ehrlich was affected by iraq well o'malley o'malley the governor the the the winner actually had 
ran ads uh linking earlier george bush i mean utterly uh well who knows what work bill your thoughts and 
obviously the governor's races can separate more from the national trend and there are republican 
governors who will end up winning in blue states and vice versa but it is striking to me just looking at the 
results we have and now how much being in a blue state in a democratic state is hurting republicans this 
year the place republicans seem to be hanging on we just call florida 13. catherine harris's district buchanan 
has been behind there throughout almost the whole race it's next door to foley's district there's a lot of talk 
about how the foley scandal would hurt there ultimately though florida remains a pretty republican state and 
that's a republican district and it came home for the republicans at georgia these two democratic 
congressmen the only two democratic congressmen it looks like who are endangered are in georgia a very 
republican state where a republican governor got reelected easily that bush carried obviously very easily it 
strikes me that we have had a nationalized election and the republicans that were going down are going 
down in democratic states the common descriptions one of the common descriptions i heard when you go 
out and cover politics this year about republicans is a good republican candidate bad republican year that a 
perfect description of bob ehrlich the governor of maryland i thought terrific and one would have to say 
michael steele as well absolutely i think they both ran good campaigns now early gotta remember ehrlich 
defeated kathleen townsend kennedy after township kennedy after glenn denning who was the popular at 
least for most of his time popular democratic governor maryland left and the reason that ehrlich was able to 
do that was the sentiment that it's time for reform time for change 


03:02:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=27SnATv2IRO&t=10921s 





it's time for reform time for change and he was popular and yet here you get o'malley bringing the strength of 
a democratic party machine in baltimore city and relying on the african-american vote in prince george's 
county to triumph just in the last few days you've had barack obama and bill clinton going to that state to try 
to rouse the democratic vote that's the importance that democrats had put on that race toward the end and it 
looks like it's paid off for them all right bill give us a look now at the balance of power as it now stands uh on 
that on that this is of course in the house we haven't used this one before we're gonna need to lose that uh 
ticker at the bottom of the screen so we're gonna do the senate okay go ahead bill do the senate for us well 
let's do the senate first it hasn't changed again i'm so struck look at the senate seats that are uh at the 
republicans need to hold virginia a mildly republican state um missouri a mildly republican state very wildly 


republican state yeah much more mild individuals right tennessee arizona montana pretty republican states 
montana senator burns thought though to be in very serious trouble they really need to to win tennessee in 
arizona but then really get they'll be very interesting to see what happens in virginia and missouri all right 
good now let's look at the house if we can you know your screen real estate made there you got more work 
yeah i haven't moved all these house seats what this i think screen shows most interestingly is how few 
democratic house seats were at risk this isn't just democratic incumbents these are democratic held house 
seats and some of those have shifted though right right well yeah some of these in here indiana indiana 
eight's gonna come over right should go over there and florida 13 stays which i think is interesting that we 
thought that was one of the ones most at risk that's why we had it in this condition iii needs to move over i 
don't know that's on your screen there no it's not on the screen we can move it onto the screen florida 13 we 
thought was one of the ones most at risk that is held um several of these others and of course that's not an 
incumbent either i mean it's it's a that's katherine harris's old seat that and uh 
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that and uh and um i would predict in something that incumbency we can hear so much incumbency is so 
strong encompasses so strong incumbency will be less of a factor this year i think than ideology that is being 
aan open an open seat in a conservative area of florida 13 you're better off than being a popular incumbent 
a strong incumbent like a chris chase in connecticut who's not in a republican or conservative state and now 
the balance of power has shifted just a little bit further 229 205 because what hasn't shifted further i should 
say because we predicted vern buchanan will hold on there and let's get a little bit more about that district 
and that race and what it may portend from our colleague michael barone down at the decision test michael 
well brit uh one of the interesting things about that race was that it broke down as a uh sort of fight between 
two big coastal counties and the district manatee county which the major cities are bradenton uh and uh 
sarasota county major city is sarasota sarasota is sort of more upscale you get people move down there 
from kind of the tony or midwestern suburbs and so forth uh bradenton is a little more uh mixed group 
working class there's walmarts there and that sort of thing and what's interesting in this race is that it was a 
vern b he was the republican vern buchanan who carried manatee county and who carried the several 
interior counties of florida the areas that voted historically democratic for many years switched to the 
republicans in the 80s and 90s and it was the democrat christine jennings a former republican herself who 
carried sarasota county uh buchanan got enough votes in in manatee and the two other counties to win so 
it's it's sort of a reversal of the old politics of the new deal period when it was assumed that the sort of rich 
and socially famous uh you know socially tony people were republicans and the common folk were democrat 
people more like the common folk were democrats kind of a reversal i also want to take a quick look at florida 
16. 
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florida 16. the numbers there right now suggest that it's possible not for sure but possible that mark foley 
could still be win formally actually of course that vote for mark foley is a vote for state representative joe 
negron and one of the reasons is that martin county the most republican county there still has 60 percent of 
the votes out and if those go the way the other repub votes go repubs may hold on to this scandal 
endangered seat very interesting let me ask you one question about about the buchanan race is that a race 
that was was thought sufficiently endangered that the fact that the republicans are holding it could tell us 
something more about a the rest of florida and and b perhaps the rest of the country or not yeah i think so 
president bush went down there uh this was one in trouble jennings seemed to be ahead in the polls uh 
buchanan seems to pull it out all right because that's michael thank you the assignment at the moment for 
the uh for the republicans would seem to be to hold on to the senate if they possibly can and contain their 
house losses as best they can knowing as i'm sure they must feel now that the house is going to end up 
democratic tonight but perhaps not the senate and perhaps not the house by so big a margin we don't know 
yet that's the story we'll be watching and we'll take a break and be right back with it welcome back everybody 
well it is good news for republicans in the state of florida right now fox news can now project the winner in 
that governor's race will be charlie crist this was a hard-fought battle to replace jeb bush who is retiring 


because of term limits it does appear at this hour that charlie crist will take over the seat the republicans will 
not lose that state house as was feared as recently as yesterday chris was ahead by only seven percentage 
points this must be a relief to him it does appear that he has retained the republican seat in that state in 
south dakota as well fox is 
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in south dakota as well fox is projecting a win for the republicans governor mike rounds will retain his seat we 
project over his democratic challenger mike rounds you may recall is the governor who signed that that bill 
banning abortion in virtually all cases except to save the life of the mother he's very popular in that state not 
a huge surprise that he would prevail tonight so how do things stand tonight take let's take a look at the map 
36 states were up for vote in terms of the governorships we are now projecting change in terms of a shift in 
power in four of those states the biggest and perhaps the most significant thus far is the state of maryland 
where we are projecting that governor ehrlich has been ousted by baltimore mayor democrat martin o'malley 
also in the state of massachusetts an expected shift deval patrick will now become the nation's second black 
governor first ever for massachusetts he prevailed over his democratic challengers and will replace a 
republican mitt romney there in ohio ted strickland the projected winner beating down ken blackwell who is 
the republican challenger and replacing a republican and then finally in the state of new york fox has already 
projected a big win as expected for eliot spitzer a democrat who has prevailed over his republican challenger 
joe fazo that not a surprise so perhaps again the biggest news out of maryland uh but florida westcom is a 
big relief to the republicans who very much wanted to hold on to that seat and now it appears they have brit 
and megan of course as we noted earlier the president went down there to campaign for charlie crist among 
others and chris decided not to attend the rally he was needed elsewhere in the state and i guess he can say 
that his strategy worked i'm sure the president can say yeah but i helped so so so there you have it of course 
that's a state uh where uh the politics has been dominated to some extent for many years by the president's 
brother jeb thanks megan very much we got a quick call we can give you here in the state of virginia in west 
virginia this isn't a big surprise that the democrat alan mollahan has held on to his seat he had a little ethical 
mini flap that dusted up and he was at that point the ranking democrat on the on the ethics committee and it 
caused him a little bit of a headache and the democrats ushered 
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of a headache and the democrats ushered him off of that uh panel presently and uh but he was never in 
great doubt for re-election but there he is re-elected so alan mollahan welcome back to washington and uh 
let's uh discuss for a moment here um bill give us a sense if you can from that wonderful telestrator you have 
there the uh the screenwriter what uh what the situation looks like in the house if you can you've had a 
chance to update that a little bit yeah a little bit the two democratic seats that are possible pickups george 8 
and georgia 12 are just too close to call it looks like while they're just very very close with about a thousand 
votes each of them republicans would love to pick up at least knock off one democratic incumbent in 1994 
one of the great republican points to churtle about afterwards was that no republican incumbent lost in the 
senate at the house or the governorships i think the republicans are in danger of having that reversed this 
year it's not clear any democratic seat is going to go republican none will in the senate i think we can say 
with confidence i don't believe any democratic governorship is going to go to the republicans but they could 
get a couple out of georgia but they could get these two georgia house seats that will be interesting and then 
i think the florida seats the fact that the republicans have won florida 13 here is which was really at risk they 
were he was way behind buchanan or well behind earlier uh about a month ago and then these two in florida 
16 florida 22 which one is foley's district where which is written off right away this is a typical case if i can say 
where conventional wisdom just goes wrong you know they assume voters are so stupid foley gets ousted in 
a scandal his name's still on the ballot and people say well he couldn't possibly win the substitute candidate 
couldn't possibly win because the voters have to be smart enough to know that they have to punch foley's 
name but they're really voting for negron well actually it would or check foley's name or cast but some clever 


republican strategist thought of a slogan punched fully to elect joe right like jack negron right and negron's a 
popular i think state senator assemblyman well known and they educated the voters well and it looks again 
but again it shows how important i think ideology is or 
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how important i think ideology is or believes you know it's a conservative district the voters wanted to elect a 
republican and they seem to have found their way they may have found their way to doing so despite this 
obstacle you would have to consider them just just in the political experience a huge obstacle in about 10 
seconds here we're going to be able to make some calls in states where uh at least in one state where the 
polls are closing you can see iowa and then three of those mountain west states are uh our oran hatch has 
been re-elected uh no surprise there thank you very much missouri um well we're watching this one careful 
these three races are going to talk about now missouri where we're saying that it's still too close to call um 
mccaskill ahead but it's just not enough to go on in a great big state like that uh also tennessee similarly 
although we you know bob corker has been ahead he's ahead now uh there seems a significant chance that 
he will win but it is still too close to call we're not able to project it not least because we don't trust our exit 
polls and in virginia we have a similar situation although this race is really tight uh you can see they're only 
they're 85 percent of the precincts in and allen is ahead by 29 000 votes 29 000 votes can shift in just a 
couple of counties in a state of the size of virginia if they're in the most densely populated so um we're not in 
a position to call that that is really if you're looking at a pivotal race right now it might be able to be called 
sometime in the next you know hour or so that would be the one i think we're going to be here awfully late on 
missouri and possibly on tennessee as well but and those three will tell the tale of whether the republicans 
can hold the senator whether the democrats will as many of them believe that they were in a position to do 
get control of the place and that's the that's the big that'll be the big story for the rest of this night as we watch 
it go forward fred we haven't commented on uh the uh this effort by republicans uh to in nominating african- 
americans for top uh positions on the ballot you know the criticism of republicans had always been 


03:14:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=27SnATv2IRO&t=1 1640s 





been that they were willing to nominate a black but it was always in a race that was not winnable well this 
time they nominated lynn swann for governor of pennsylvania uh ken blackwell for governor of ohio and and 
probably most important of all michael steele uh for the senate seat in maryland they have all failed let me 
interrupt you for a second fred because we're going to get a look at how things are going tonight out in out in 
missouri uh jim talent the incumbent republican is speaking to followers there at his headquarters let's listen 
to the lady on my right your left uh katie lyons brenda's mom my mother-in-law without whom our family 
could not function thank you mom and then kate and chrissy are two daughters uh who cleared it was kind of 
them to clear their social calendars so they could be with us this evening and then my son mike uh who is 
who is uh who's who's whose school is playing their first postseason football game this year tomorrow night 
and folks i'm going to be there what do you think about that and uh and then my wife brenda and i heard 
senator bond say that she's a better campaigner than i am and of course he's right and uh okay well you get 
a sense of it he doesn't have anything much to say really he's introducing his family to the appreciative talent 
followers there including his son who's got the 
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including his son who's got the postseason game tomorrow night we'll try folks to keep you abreast of those 
results as well and if young talent's team wins we'll be sure to tell you and if not well we'll tell you that too in 
the meantime we got a call to make this is an important one in connecticut nancy johnson veteran incumbent 
republican has lost to chris murphy there this was a seat that was thought that she could hold on to this is 
one of those uh one of those states that is not a good state for george bush but it is one in which um in which 
nancy johnson had been able to succeed in a variety of political climates over a number of years and she did 
not prevail this is a pickup for the democrats and possibly a turning point let's go to my colleague major 
garrett who's been following all the house racers down in washington major your thoughts well brit 


connecticut is a big problem for house republicans and i can tell you that in my conversations via email in the 
last hour i've talked via email to four senior republican strategists all who work for senior house republicans 
and i've gotten these estimates from them about how many seats republicans will lose 20 23 25 and 30. all 
well above the 15 seat threshold necessary for democrats to regain control the house for the first time since 
1994. nancy johnson's race is one of the reasons why nancy johnson is in her 12th term in congress a very 
respected moderate republican very experienced on tax trade and health policy she ran locally she did all the 
things in the republican playbook to try to withstand this anti-bush anti-republican climate because of the war 
because of health care because the economy it didn't work there are a couple of other connecticut seats still 
in jeopardy a couple of other new hampshire seats in jeopardy pennsylvania new york and the entire 
northeast republicans are seeing a lot of problems with the underlying turnout numbers and early vote totals 
they're very concerned about that and if there's a wave in the northeast republicans fear it could spread to 
the midwest and to the west but right now republicans very glum about their prospects of holding the house 
their only remaining hope writ is that the losses are in the low twenties not the high thirties major very useful 
very information very good information thank you very much 
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information thank you very much and your colleague carl cameron is there in washington as well with some 
thoughts about a key senate race carl well brett we're still waiting on the beginnings of the returns to come 
out of montana very early part of that night out there in the in the northwest that's a race that conrad burns 
had managed to close the gap in the final few days and there's really a very difficult way of assessing this 
because democrat john tester did so much work with the early voting and democrats out there republicans 
believe that that one's going to go quite late in the evening as well not the least of which is because of the 
time zone problems and if conrad burns should be able to hold on to that very red state big sky country it 
brings us back to what we've been talking about all night and here at fox we were among the first to point out 
what republicans called the firewall states it's missouri virginia and tennessee three contiguous states in the 
south that are so tight tonight uh and right now more than 90 percent of the vote has been counted in virginia 
and it's still far too close to call uh in missouri they're just really getting started and jim talent has moved out 
to a tiny little bit of a lead but it's very very early on the returns and tennessee both campaigns both parties 
down there uh saying that they're going to have to wait too all the momentum for bob corker the democrats 
are arguing still hasn't been completed but if the republicans can hang on to that three-state firewall across 
the bottom across the old south there they believe they'll be able to hold on and that's where democrats are 
trying to break it okay carl very interesting thanks very much it is uh just after 1007 in the east and the 
national election picture is such now that i think bill crystal can sum it up for us at least as regards the senate 
bill well just as carl was saying even if montana goes i'll just do this right goes democratic which i think most 
people would have predicted based on the polls yeah certainly a few weeks ago right that's a plus four for 
the democratic tennessee looks like republicans are hanging in obviously we only have 53 percent of the 
actual raw vote but it looks like it's staying there 
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but it looks like it's staying there arizona is predicted to stay there they need to win missouri and virginia and 
i'm really struck by virginia the early exit polls showed a disaster for george allen and virginia the later exit 
polls have closer but actually the final exit poll still showed webb winning fairly comfortably but the real vote 
we're now at 90 percent of the raw vote which is a lot of vote and last i saw alan was still anead by about 30 
000 it's getting a little hard to make that up we don't know what's out what precincts are out maybe it's you 
know inner city precincts in richmond or something and webb's going to come back but it looks to me like if 
you had asked the typical republican which seat of these are they going to lose i think they might many of 
them might have said gee virginia looks rough but it might be that george allen saves republicans the 
majority in the senate wow let's make a quick take a quick look out now out in indiana this is one of those 
battleground house races and we predict that the incumbent mike saudrel who was one of the endangered 
republicans in indiana will lose now to his challenger baron hill baron hill if i'm not mistaken as a former 
congressman whom sandra defeated in a previous election so this was a rematch and the results have been 


reversed and uh and uh so that's a further confirmation of a trend we've seen in indiana and elsewhere major 
garrett joins me again major your thoughts on this race well britt a couple of things first of all that is a rematch 
when baron hill lost to mike saudro last election in 2004 it was by less than hundred votes and democrats felt 
very confident that in a rematch in this anti-bush anti-republican year they'd have a chance but i want to tell 
you our viewers should pay attention to this race because i think it's going to be subject to legal challenge it's 
very close and i'm already reading from my notes here that in monroe county the largest county in that ninth 
district in indiana there is a dispute over some absentee ballots the fbi has already been contacted is 
investigating that republican lawyers have raised alarms about some absentee ballots found after all the 
ones were supposedly turned in there's some disputes about ballots in that huge county monroe county this 
will probably be one of many brit if they're close that will be subject to 
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if they're close that will be subject to legal scrutiny and some legal review major very interesting thanks very 
much we're going to take a brief break back with more in a moment stay tuned [Music] all right we got a call 
we're going to be able to make it another one of those battleground house seats this one in pennsylvania this 
is pennsylvania 7. pennsylvania 7 is the area around uh is one of those one of those districts near 
philadelphia uh uh kurt weldon the incumbent republican there had been there a while joe sestak his 
challenger has won you see the margin there that's based on the raw vote with half the precincts in uh that 
may not be anything like as big a margin when all is said and done but we projected it will be big enough uh 
that joe sestak will be the new congressman from the seventh district of philadelphia and for more on 
pennsylvania for more on that district what it is and what this race his outcome says let's turn to mike uh to 
michael barone michael uh yeah brett uh pitch it to me again which district are we talking about about 
pennsylvania seven where we're projecting now that weldon is a loser to joe sestak he had been in trouble 
we've known that and we of course we don't know what the final margin is going to be but what is that district 
like and what does that tell us about how other races in that same vicinity might go well that's a close in 
suburbs southeast of philadelphia includes most of delaware county which is historically republican which 
voted for john kerry it's been trending democratic as people move out from philadelphia it also includes some 
of chester county and montgomery county it appears that of the delaware county precincts and now uh 
cestec the democrat has 55 percent of the vote he's essentially running about where john kerry did two years 
ago there's some no chester county numbers in yet but it doesn't appear that they could have sufficed even if 
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that they could have sufficed even if welding carried that area win okay mike that's what that's farther out 
more upscale now we've got two other suburban philadelphia districts that are in play tonight that have been 
one of them is the sixth district where jim gerlach is the republican incumbent the other mike fitzpatrick a 
young republican incumbent in there as well if weldon loses does that suggest to you that given the 
configuration and the kind of population you have in those areas that those two guys are in deeper trouble 
than we might have known well i think that they've got demographically uh districts that are somewhat more 
republican that the weldon had particular problems because of charges that he'd steered lobbying business 
to his daughter and so forth uh in the sixth district gerlach what we're showing now is the democrat lois 
murphy ahead she's leading in montgomery county which is the inner suburbs lower marion it's an area with 
a lot of very rich people that has trended more and more liberal as time goes on large jewish population 
she's carried that before and hasn't won but she's also winning in berks county this is really a little beyond 
the uh philadelphia area going into reading it's a john updike country and jim gurlock has carried that area 
before campaigned hard there that so far in the initial returns doesn't seem to be working for him caveat no 
chester county returns yet in which is the most republican of those three counties and uh we don't know 
which parts of those count of those counties which kind of precincts are in so michael we do know one more 
thing from pennsylvania this is the 10th district this is the district of incumbent republican congressman don 
sherwood who had been damaged as you know uh by a scandal involving his having a mistress and all the 


stuff that goes with that we project uh well this is the uh i'm sorry this is the ohio district we're we're projecting 
ohio i'm sorry we're calling this ohio house race this is the 18th uh congressional district we're projecting a 
gain here by zak space 
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projecting a gain here by zak space uh in the district formerly occupied by bob ney that is in the eastern part 
of ohio there a very rural district and we're projecting that zach's space will win out over joy padgett the 
republican candidate that was one of those endangered midwestern seats michael and um and uh and let 
me look also at this pennsylvania this is the don sherwood seat i was mentioning a minute ago that's 
congressional district 10. uh that is uh above and away from philadelphia a bit and we're predicting that don 
sherwood and this was one of those races that was thought to be a loser for the republicans and it has 
turned out to be that way michael your thoughts on those two well those are two scandal seats uh brett if you 
had approached anybody of either party in uh december 04 and said are those two seats going to go 
democratic they would have said you've got to have hole in your head to believe that but that ohio district as 
you point out kind of hilly country in southeast ohio between columbus and the ohio river but not including 
either of those that's the bob nacy and he of course resigned in disgrace just the other day after being 
indicted right and he was replaced on the ballot by the ohio republican party by joy padgett had been a state 
legislator turns out i believe that she had filed for bankruptcy recently so she was not let's say the ideal 
candidate zach space the winner of the democratic primary was well positioned to win and he did win that 
about a 55 the don sherwood districts northeast pennsylvania goes from pike county which is fast growing 
area people fleeing new york taxes and new jersey taxes are moving there west across the upper border 
heavily republican district sherwood's problem is too much to overcome okay michael barone thanks very 
much we got to take a brief break back with more reporting more calls and more discussions stay tuned 
[Music] we got a quick call we can make in a house race this out in ohio this is no great surprise the 
democrat holding on to that seat but we're making trying to make give you what house calls we can when we 
can 
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what house calls we can when we can this is a hole this was not a battleground seat or an especially 
dramatic challenge mounted by republican blasto there so that's not one that we're uh we're glad to pass it 
on to you but it doesn't change the balance of power in any notable way uh in the meantime we're watching 
this this is getting exciting we're up to 91 percent of the raw vote counted in in virginia and and we have 
george allen with about a 30 000 vote 31 000 vote lead over jim webb um you know it's beginning to get high 
enough now that you can begin to look at 30 000 as meaningful of course you don't know exactly what's 
outstanding and how big uh particular precincts might be but uh nine percent uh left to count that's enough 
for webb to certainly overtake him it's too close to call but he begins to look a little bit uh meaningful bill your 
thoughts on that race and that whole the overall picture there well just exciting with all in this day of exit polls 
and projections to actually see like in the old days a real race with a vote adding up and trying to calculate in 
one's head you know whether how about 175 000 looks like votes left webb would have to win that 
remainder of the vote by 30 000 it does seem to be closing gradually those votes must be coming in from 
slightly democratic areas but at the rate it's going right now it's going to be very very close it would be 
amazing i would say though if the republicans hold the senate because george allen beats back webb after 
all the troubles he's had in that campaign one man who campaigned absolutely tirelessly for republicans 
across the country was senator john mccain of arizona widely thought to be a likely presidential contender in 
in two years and he is now with our chris wallace chris senator mccain thank you brit and senator mccain let 
me welcome you uh there obviously are democratic pickups tonight the possibility still that they may take 
control of the house and or the senate how do you read these election returns tonight sir i read them of 
course is disappointing and from a personal standpoint i i really really am sad about losing someone like 
mike dewine who is a 
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someone like mike dewine who is a wonderful senator and a dear friend but i think this is because many of 
our voters have begun to believe that we value power over principle and that we came to washington to 
reform the government and we came became part of the government and and one of the reasons why our 
base is not happy is because of the out of control spending of course the war in iraq overlays much of this 
and i understand people's frustration i'm frustrated all of us are frustrated but i still believe that if we lose 
there it is a recipe for disaster and we need to we need to find a way through it but i i do not believe we can 
leave without having severe consequences throughout the world if voters are calling for change in iraq 
tonight and most of the exit polls indicate that there is at least a plurality if not a majority that supports 
change opposes the war in iraq what kind of change do you think they want well that's that's that's the 
question because they're obviously frustrated i'm frustrated you're frustrated majority of americans are 
frustrated because we have not been able to install a democratic government there and we're going to have 
to figure out ways to do it and we're going to have to probably in a bipartisan fashion if we can but most 
importantly recognize that if you leave it's not like vietnam you came home from vietnam and it was over 
these people are interested in our destruction and i don't think there's any doubt that chaos in the region 
which it would spread to would threaten our national security interests and i understand how unpopular that 
statement is but it's something that that i can all the years and experience and knowledge that i have leads 
me to that conclusion and literally every military expert i know senator you uh have always said and i have 
questioned you about this repeatedly on fox news sunday when are you going to decide about 2008 you 
always say after the 2006 elections 
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elections well i just checked the polls are officially closed in arizona so what about it i'll let you know early 
next year but could i just add chris um look we've taken setbacks before in 76 we lost just about everything 
and ronald reagan gave us new direction new focus we get back to our conservative principles which i still 
think the majority of americans share we're going to we're going to come right back and we'll learn we'll listen 
to the voters and i think we've got a very vibrant and strong party and a philosophy that works we just got to 
get back to it but let me ask you about that because you bring up a very interesting question 1974 was a 
debacle for republicans and the answer was this fellow from out west outside of the republican establishment 
in washington who did who did bring change in new ideas what about you are you part of the solution or part 
of the problem sir all of us republicans are going to sit down together and listen to the voters get the 
message from tonight and we're going to shape not a new agenda but a return to the principles and 
philosophy of what we stand for and believe in less government lower taxes less regulation strong national 
defense be more careful stewards of the taxpayers dollars stop this profligate spending i wanted a medicare 
prescription drug program for people who needed it but we gave we gave them one which is multi-trillion 
dollar addition to the deficit we've got to get back to our conservative principles and i know no better guide 
than one ronald reagan senator uh mccain well of course he isn't going to be on the ballot but senator 
mccain you may be thank you so much for coming on tonight and uh we'll be pouring over the entrails for 
some time to come thanks again sir thank you chris brett chris thanks to you and thanks to senator mccain 
as well it's good to have him good to have you chris um we're keeping an eye as we go here obviously on 
that virginia senate race which is turning in to be the most exciting and suspenseful one of the night because 
we have so much vote in and we think we may 
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have so much vote in and we think we may be you know getting to the point where we may have a real 
indication um we're also keeping an eye on a couple of congressional districts in florida um bill crystal your 
thoughts about i guess it's florida 22 is uh one in particular florida i guess it was 16 held for the republicans 
uh in a situation that looked to look better do i have that wrong thirteen healthcare catherine harris yeah that 
that held for the republicans um your thoughts about uh 22 and uh and the other florida races that we're 
looking at there on your board there your power play board the republicans are trailing slightly in florida 22 
which is clay shaw's district it's always been a pretty close district um looks like they may not take all three in 
florida in 16 which is the foley if you vote for foley but you mean to vote for negron 76 percent of the returns 


in there bill as you can see and uh shaw trailing by 7 000 votes that's still awfully close but it does suggest 
that uh that that's either going to be a cliffhanger or a pickup for the pickup for the dams right it looks like that 
could be right but equally striking are these two georgia seats really the only possible republican pickups 
from the democrats georgia 8 and georgia 12 where i believe the real vote now is a slight edge for the 
republicans if we can look at the real boat that would be it may come up in the cycle we remember here we 
got a couple of boards here right yeah you see that's a 3 000 vote margin with 56 percent in i'm not sure 
what the population of that district is but uh that's very close but you see 3 000 amounts to you know four 
percentage points so it's meaningful so it may be that as you say that could be a pickup also cd12 there 
that's max burns running there to try to knock off the the incumbent democratic congressman barrow and 
he's similarly same roughly the same number in he's up by four percentage points of 58 counted so what 
what just strikes me again is the degree to which it looks like the south may save the republicans minimize 
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republicans minimize the worst case scenarios in the house people like me who thought they were going to 
lose 40 they may not lose quite as many uh and in the senate of course if they hold the senate it will be 
because of virginia and tennessee it looks like if alan hangs on and the board and corker has on it right the 
south and the border states possibly the border state of missouri right right the blowout belt which is now 
extends from the northeast connecticut through pennsylvania indiana ohio it will be a bad night it looks like 
republicans in the northeast and the midwest it'll be interesting it means the republican delegation in both the 
house and senate will be even more southern than before i don't know if that's good or bad but it means the 
south is really the heart now in furtherance of just what you're saying we're looking at two further uh 
democratic pickups uh one is in the 24th district in new york where we're predicting that that the democrats 
will pick that seat up and i'm not sure that's been one of the ones that's been thought to be particularly in 
battle but we now we would now project that one for the for the democrats adding yet one more and in new 
hampshire where veteran republican congressman charlie bass has been in the fight of his life we predict 
that he loses tonight so that's a further pick up for the democrats adding to their already growing total we're 
going to take a brief break now we'll be back with more in a moment stay tuned okay we're back now and uh 
just getting a sense now of what we need to do um to uh to solidify this picture i want you to take a look folks 
on your screen at that yellow stripe there that where you see the words balance of power and as we watch 
that through the evening that will tell you what the what the two parties still need uh you see now the 
democrats are within five seats of taking control of the house representatives and within three of getting 
control of the senate their margin and room for error for the 
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margin and room for error for the democrats is much greater much much much greater in the house where 
there are many more targets of opportunity still out there for them than there are in the senate where it's 
down to a handful of seats they could win them there's no question about that uh republicans are going to 
need to hold uh this well it's down to really the three races uh missouri tennessee and virginia and we're 
watching with really now baited breath the outcome for the outcome in all three of those in virginia the the 
count has reached north of 90 percent of the vote in and george allen continues to cling to a lead but it is so 
narrow uh in one tabulation we've just heard about from the secretary of state's office with something like 92 
percent of it's in it's down to 18 000 votes uh that's not meaningless but it's uh it's um it's tight so those are 
the ones we're looking at and uh in the meantime also all as we have all eating we've been keeping an eye 
on ballot initiatives we've noted that a couple of marriage amendments those confining it to aman anda 
woman have passed in tennessee and in virginia and there are but there are others out there and our chief 
washington correspondent jim angle has been keeping an eye on them jim well that's right britt and uh i 
should mention that the turnout for some of those balloting issues especially in missouri could affect the 
outcomes of those races we'll get to those in a moment first fox news is projecting that two state ballot 
initiatives raising the minimum wage will indeed pass first we go to ohio which already has now you've got a 
56 44 percent margin on this they would raise the minimum state minimum wage to 6.85 the current federal 
minimum wage is five dollars and fifteen cents in missouri uh the margin is even greater at the moment it's 


it's uh in the 70 percentile in favor of raising their minimum wage to six dollars and fifty cents uh here you see 
the results there said 72 to 28 to raise it to 6.50 now those are just two of several around the country for 
minimum wage which some thought would help to bring out democratic 
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would help to bring out democratic voters but there are all sorts of ballot initiatives still out there that we want 
to tell you about if you if you look at the number of initiatives across the country we have a graphic here that 
will show you the number of states and the kinds of issues they are looking at stem cell research of course in 
missouri one of the keys for the outcome in that race between mccaskill and senator talent there you have 
senator talent running ahead by about the same margin as the stem cell research motion which amendment 
to the state constitution which he opposes and claire mccaskill favors so that could be key gay marriage you 
have eight states in which that is an issue we have already projected a win for gay marriage amendments 
banning gay marriage in tennessee and virginia you also have a number of other issues around the country 
uh in addition to the ones we've already mentioned uh on minimum wage uh here you have uh eminent 
domain which is one of the biggest issues here and brit this is a really interesting one people were really 
incensed by the supreme court coast uh call case a kilo versus new london connecticut and people are really 
angry about this and are determined to have their state governments ban eminent domain or restrict it so 
severely that it makes it almost impossible okay jim angle thanks very much we'll be keeping an eye on all of 
those things in the meantime a victory celebration for senator joe lieberman who man who in some quarters 
was given up for dead not many months ago when he lost his party's nomination but he ran as an 
independent and there he and is only that and not only that i deeply appreciate this election thank you jimmy 
amen thank you mike jarjura thank you john picard kevin cunningham mike coffey and herb grant the group 
from the norwalk common council and so many others from 
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common council and so many others from public life who are up here dear friends thanks to the labor leaders 
who are with me and the fire fighters including including their great national president who chose to be with 
us here tonight harold shakeberger thank you dear friends this year's campaign to say the obvious was a 
long journey on which you my dear supporters and i were tested like never before but we never wavered in 
our beliefs or in our purpose did we and we never gave up did we and tonight tonight thanks to the voters of 
connecticut our journey has ended in victory and hope and the opportunity to make a difference for six more 
years and so senator joe lieberman basking in the glory of victory on a year in which he suffered what many 
thought would be a humiliating and possibly crushing defeat at the hands of ned lamont who took the 
democratic nomination away from from him on a wave of anti-war and iraq votes senator lieberman returned 
to the senate as an independent all of us know senator lieberman have known him for a long time he's one of 
the members of the senate who is particularly comfortable around reporters has done a bit of writing in his 
own time including a biography of the great democratic state chairman from the 60s john bailey of 
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chairman from the 60s john bailey of connecticut so joe lieberman is a man that all of us know many of us 
like uh and it has been an interesting saga indeed and it is fair to say he's thanking the unions and the 
firefighters and and all kinds of state officials there which shows that a lot of politics still is local right but it's i 
think it's fair to say that if the republicans hadn't backed him and the republican party in the white house had 
not cut off the air hose of the poor republican in that race uh so that he had virtually no support joe lieberman 
would not be coming back i think i don't think there's any question and i think that when ned lamont looks at 
this he says if the republican hadn't been in the race i think the republican got like ten point ten percent of the 
vote that would have put ned lamont over the top but so what you're looking at here is it really it's a it's a you 
know kind of a difficult victory for the republicans yes uh joe lieberman is going back but they say he's going 
to caucus with the democrats uh and i don't think he's going to be very welcome by democrats this is a guy 
who left behind the democratic who did not accept the judgment of democrats and again we come back to 


the war issue this was his issue he says he's above politics now you're not above politics in washington so 
joe libra is a terrific guy but in terms of the politics of this moment i think that he has run in a way that 
benefited republicans it reminds me a little bit of the white house support of lincoln chafee in rhode island no 
look well wait a second joe every issue on every issue except the war and and other foreign policy issues joe 
lieberman is a democrat he's a he's a democrat on on the environment he's the democrat on choice well 
okay uh iraq was a big issue in the campaign but he's not he is he's going to caucus with the democrats if the 
democrats shun him in any way i think it's crazy and i don't think they will because i think they need they they 
need all the support that they they can get well it's the only people that have sent it by a voter to this you're 
not going to shun joe lyrae absolutely if un and and uh and he you know he's been a democrat all his life but 
he's he i think he's got the formula that both parties ought to be working on in washington which is to get 
problems solved on a bipartisan basis 
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solved on a bipartisan basis on independent basis by go instead of this polarization stuff i think the country is 
fed up with it of constant warfare between the parties uh fighting over uh you think it's the countries are 
divided because the politicians are divided and not the other way around i think i think it's it's both but the 
politicians do not contribute to uh to solving the public's problems like entitlements um uh the energy problem 
the environmental problem you've got to solve it on a bipartisan path bill two points apart from all this edifying 
uh sermon fair for more and about everyone should be nice to him lieberman got a lot of advice from some 
democrats uh don't mitigate or mute your support for the war in iraq and mute your support for victory and 
move towards a kind of get out modified get out type message he refused to do that he rejected that advice 
he stayed a strong supporter of the war or critic of the tactics but but a strong advocate of the need to win in 
iraq that ended up benefiting him and that i think is a lesson benefiting because it kept republicans and it 
even kept thirty percent of democrats by his side he did better by standing on his principle second thing 
looking at that victory celebration what i was reminded of was lamont's victory celebration and primary now 
he did this one democrat said to me today the guy the advanced man fred lamont who let al sharpton and 
jesse jackson stand behind him in the tv shot who are not connecticut residents and are not really in the 
mainstream of the democratic party who let them be the framing for ned lamont on primary night lamont that 
was the beginning of lamont's loss of momentum i think we're going to take a break here but before we do 
we're going to make a call and this is to prove that republicans can still win in the state of indiana uh this is of 
course is that mark sauder a conservative republican from out there this was not i should acknowledge folks 
a seat in which the democrats thought they had a big chance of picking up but it is a hold for the republicans 
and i'm sure that on this night they are very glad to have it indeed let's take a break be right back 
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[Music] oh my goodness fox news you decide 2006 coverage up in lights above times square let's hope that 
when we pop up we don't frighten the horses uh we've got to take a look now at three races which are the 
key races for the senate this is talent mccaskill in missouri 29 of precincts in talent leading by some more 
what 55 000 votes there according to that uh not enough to make a call and we don't expect a bill to make 
one for some time in the ford corker race in uh tennessee that's what fifty six thousand now fifty nine 
thousand votes was nearly seventy percent and it looks like corker's got a very good chance of winning still 
too close to call and the closest devil of all the one we're all watching with nearly baited breath is george 
allen with a 28 000 vote lead with 95 of those counted there have been there's some tallies that are a little 
forward of this that show it has tightened even further and we're going to check in with somebody who may 
be able to tell us a little bit about why even at this late stage of the game we can't call the race it probably 
has something to do with where the outstanding vote still yet to be counted is michael barone what do you 
know well brett i've been looking at the state of virginia's election board website to try and figure out where 
the outstanding precincts are out and what i see is a balance now precincts are not necessarily the same 
size in virginia there seem to be much bigger than precincts in some other states but on the one hand you've 
got a set of precincts in the third congressional district that's the black majority district that goes from uh 
hampton roads to richmond uh so you've got a certain amount of districts there three in newport news four in 


portsmouth you've got several in in rich 16 in richmond those are likely to go heavily for jim webb i think we 
can be pretty clear of that on the other hand you've got some rural virginia ones you've got 11 in the northern 
neck areas a 
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11 in the northern neck areas a republican area three in virginia beach which by allen has been carrying the 
rest of eight in chesapeake which another suburb there in the hampton roads area that allen's been carrying 
seven in henrico county that's mostly a republican area but there's some middle class blacks there that vote 
heavily democratic 11 in craig county on the west virginia border that's heavily republican henrico county 
michael that's richmond suburbs richmond suburbs yes so that those areas tilt allen un maybe those two 
areas will counter balance and what else have we got well in the dc metro area arlington alexandria very 
heavily democratic they're all counted those precincts are in only three precincts in fairfax two in fairfax 
county and one in fairfax city those went for webb uh probably a few more votes what we've got is 32 
precincts from our loudoun county one of the fastest growing counties in the country around leesburg west of 
fairfax county 33 precincts in prince william county and brit the pre-existing vote there in the precincts that 
have been counted the last i saw in loudoun it was 5048 webb in prince william it was 49.49 uh so we don't 
know what those uh outstanding precincts in loudon and prince william are going but when i do a sort of 
sketch at my head add up here and look at the current allen margin i get somewhere down to where i got in 
florida in 2000 when i did an exercise like this and i thought that the republicans lead was headed down 
towards zero i think that this is a race that could end up with a recount and then it may take just to pick a 
figure out of the air 36 days for us to know who's won this race oh boy just what we need 36 days to know 
who might be in charge of the senate and if the majority of the senate depends on it uh you can count out 
that it being seriously contested well i'm glad it's real close to us where we have a bureau nearby and we can 
cover it if it's in virginia all right michael that's wonderful that's right wonderful information thank you 
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wonderful information thank you 39 independent cities 134 jurisdictions that'll need a lot of lawyers i'll say 
well who covers this stuff for us carl cameron covers this stuff for us our chief political correspondent he's 
been watching the senate races and this one in particular carl what do you got buddy well i want to make a 
point here brit that i was not the one who raised the r word recount came out of michael barone's mouth 
before i did it but i tell you the the statutes in virginia are very clear on this after the vote is certified if the 
margin is within one percent of the total votes counted then the candidate who loses can call for the recount 
and there it goes yesterday charles schumer the chairman of the democratic senatorial campaign committee 
made it very clear in his words we are not going to be caught unawares there are hundreds of democratic 
lawyers probably thousands really when you add the state and the federal lawyers all together who are ready 
to be dispatched and parachute into any place they need to go virginia would be a little bit convenient since 
so many of them are going to be based in washington but the same thing could be said about missouri the 
same thing may be said about any of these close races and republicans have an equal complement of 
attorneys ready to get right in there so it may be a late night it may be a long november have you heard 
anything out of that state though carl about irregularities about any funny business that might be the basis of 
a challenge of the results along those lines well there have been a number of hiccups there have been voter 
complaints in a variety of places charges from republicans of voter fraud which is to say that democrats 
perhaps had tampered with registration or getting voters to the polls and charges of intimidation by 
democrats suggesting that republicans were trying to suppress the the democratic voter turnout uh we 
haven't had any major calamities there have been allegations and threatens of lawsuits in missouri and a 
number of other states but not yet in virginia but it's not midnight yet okay carl thanks very much going to 
take a break be right back 
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going to take a break be right back the things being decided tonight some of the governor's races 36 are up 
for grabs in total and 10 of those were open nine held by republicans and we can report to you now that one 
of those houses in iowa has now been decided a democrat in that case had been stepping down fox news 
now projecting that a democrat will reclaim the seat chet culver uh prevailing according to our polling by uh 
over jim nussell by a healthy margin again in arkansas another democratic pickup this one we are projecting 
that democrat uh mike bibi will prevail over asa hutchinson the former under secretary at homeland security 
are replacing a republican governor in that state mike huckabee and finally in colorado fox news projecting 
another democratic pickup democrat bill ritter has prevailed over republican bob buchray republicans very 
much wanted that colorado seat bupray had been running strong in the polls initially petered out at the end 
and was basically 19 points behind as of yesterday so the democrats with two pickups there arkansas and 
colorado in total that gives the democrats at this point six pickups among the governorships including in 
maryland in massachusetts ohio new york arkansas and colorado six democratic pickups and that means brit 
that if the democrats don't lose another single seat tonight or if they do lose two seats and no more that they 
will have claimed reclaimed i should say the majority of the nation's governorships for the first time since 
1994. brit again kendall thanks very much we got a call we can make this is no big surprise uh dennis hastert 
has won reelection he was not the thought to be in any serious trouble he of course is now the speaker of the 
house but if the president trends continues he will no longer be the speaker of the house and there are all 
kinds of questions about what role he would play in the leadership of republicans as a minority many people 
believing he wouldn't play much of a role at all for more on the senate and the situation there carl cameron is 
in a position now to 
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carl cameron is in a position now to talk to the senate minority leader who is of course has high hopes tonight 
he may be before it's all over the senate majority leader carl thanks brett speaking of legislators who aren't 
exactly sure what their role might be in the upcoming senate the senator from nevada harry reid thank you 
very much for joining us sir well i know what my role will be i may be the democratic leader that's for sure but 
we don't know if it's a minority or a majority well i've never predicted that we be in the majority i mean it's still 
possible but i think it's going to be you know we have four seats that still haven't been decided we'd have to 
win uh most all those and a couple of them are looking a little weak right now so we'll have to wait and see 
what happens if someone had told you two years ago that we would not have to worry about the two nelsons 
in nebraska and florida and minnesota would not be in on anyone's lip this election period and of course 
north dakota would be no problem and senator byrd would be no problem they're no problem nobody talks 
about those and to think that we're already at a plus three is remarkable what we've done in two years i'm 
very happy about that reading between the lines and the politics of interpreting low balling there it sounds as 
though you're prepared to not make it to six well i've never been prepared to make it to six i'm i can do the 
job i'm happy to do that i've as the democrat equip i've been in the majority i've been in the minority i've been 
tied i've done it all and so whatever the people decide i'm ready to do that but one thing that people decide 
night there's there in the air there's change change of direction and i think that the message to the american 
people should be a one-party town doesn't work it simply doesn't work their right wing control the republican 
party they would not even treat their own moderates with civility and so i have already reached out to mitch 
mcconnell i did it before the break i said mitch no matter how the election turns out you've got to do better 
than what we've done we should explain that mitch mcconnell would be the republican leader and we need 
to recognize that the only 
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and we need to recognize that the only way to legislate is on a bipartisan basis and the president certainly 
should have the message that we got to change direction in iraq and here at home when you have the army 
times the air force times the navy times editorialized against rumsfeld yesterday the president has to get the 
message we've got to change direction in iraq and here at home let's talk about the practical effect of the 
democrats potentially taking over the house and if the senate were to remain republican we now have even 
more divided government in that the two chambers would be controlled by opposite parties what is the 


practical effect of that in terms of the president's perspective can democrats actually change anything he still 
has the power of the veto pen as well as the bully pulpit the president has to realize that these past six years 
have not been days of progress for our country and the president i believe and i certainly am willing to work 
with him we've had a few rocky roads in the past but i'm willing to work with the president i really want to do 
what he said he wanted to do when he when he came to town i want to be a unifier not a divider and i hope 
that we can do that let's talk a couple of things about what the new senate might look like in terms of the 
issues that are likely to come up first of all investigations if democrats do have the majority there's an 
expectation that you'll be required by democrats across the country to look into what happened is that part of 
the investigative agenda what we need to do is realize that for six years we've had no legislative branch of 
government under a constitution we have three separate and equal branches of government for checks and 
balances the number one thing we need is congressional oversight this doesn't mean the flurry of subpoenas 
it means basic congressional oversight to find out what's going on with the war in iraq with halliburton or find 
out what's going on in the various departments within this government regular congressional oversight and 
from that do some legislation that's good and and bipartisan and we still don't know who will have the control 
to have that subpoena power regardless of party britt we're going to send it back to you in new york thank 
you very much senator reid the democratic leader and pass along my thanks as well to senator reid and 
thanks to you carl 
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thanks to you carl in the meantime our colleague steve brown is in the town of frontenac missouri right near 
st louis at the talent headquarters where we got a real a real cliffhanger steve what can you tell us well this 
uh brit this is turning out to be a classic missouri election night especially when you're talking about statewide 
races in this case the republican gym talent just like almost every election year when you're running 
statewide in this state the republican districts or the republican areas of republican counties come in early 
spot you a lead and then the democratic votes come in according to the website for the secretary of state's 
office they report no votes from st louis or kansas city counted yet so what the republicans need to do ina 
sense is get a huge margin outside of those two areas for example talent has gotten a ten thousand vote 
margin from greene county in southwest missouri also in newton county also in southwest missouri a 7 100 
vote margin cape girardo a 9 000 vote margin they're still counting the vote down there accumulatively you 
have to start building up that margin because late in election night in comes the saint louis votes in comes 
the kansas city votes and income a lot of those democratic votes it eats away at that lead built up over the 
course of the evening they're taking a look at some key districts in suburban areas and to be quite honest 
with you i think the number's a little disappointing for the republican camp in seeing charles county just 
outside of st louis a thin margin a relatively shallow margin for talent there where it was thought he needed to 
pick up a more substantial kind of margin south of st louis county in jefferson county claire mccaskill has a 
pretty sizable lead with about 60 percent of the vote counted down there that was a county in her failed 
gubernatorial uh bid two years ago she only took by 18 votes she's improved her standing there the question 
is what is it going to look like his turn in terms of turnout in both kansas city and st louis and i 
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in both kansas city and st louis and i got to tell you that our affiliates there were both reporting that turnout in 
the city uh city precincts was pretty heavy brett steve thank you very much that's very revealing about what's 
not in in 
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